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London 2016 Mayoral Manifesto 
RoadPeace calls for a Fairer and Safer City

With responsibility for Transport for London (TfL) and the strategic oversight of the
Metropolitan Police Service (MPS), the Mayor of London is key to delivering a fairer
and safer city. RoadPeace calls for London to lead the way on three main fronts: 

n   Traffic Justice reform

n   Rights and recognition for road crash victims

n   Road danger reduction

Traffic Justice reform
Will you commit to London leading the way on traffic justice reform?
1. Treat road crime as crime. Despite their often appalling consequences,
most driving offences (drink/drug driving, careless driving, hit and run, etc) are
not included in the Home Office’s definition of crime. This means they are not a
priority for the police. The Mayor’s Office of Policing and Crime (MOPAC) does not
include any information on road traffic crime in its crime dashboards and crime
summaries provided to their Safer Neighbourhood Boards. 

TfL funds over two thirds of the MPS Roads and Transport Police Command. Such
investment must continue. With police budgets being further slashed, this support
is essential. Crime surveys and strategies, and community consultations need to
include the threat posed by driving offences.

2. Invest in investigation. Without a thorough investigation, justice is denied.
Offenders go undetected, innocent victims are left without compensation, and
prevention measures are based on incomplete and inaccurate collision analyses.
But with the limited resources allocated to collision investigation, thorough
investigations are not guaranteed.

In 2014, 127 people were killed on London’s roads. Yet the MPS allocate a fraction
of the resources of a homicide investigation to that of a road death. And the MPS
Serious Collision Investigation Unit (SCIU), where specialist forensic collision
investigators are based, is responsible for investigating the life changing collisions
as well as road deaths. But the vast majority of the 26,000 casualty collisions (with
over 30,000 injured) were investigated at the scene by borough officers with
minimal training and follow up from desk based civilian staff. Many of these
crashes will involve the same level of culpability as a fatal crash and deserve to be
better investigated. 

Will you ensure that driving
offences that kill and injure are
recorded and treated as other
violent crime?

Will you lobby the Home Office to
include driving offences in their
definition of recorded crime?

Will you maintain the investment
in roads policing by TfL?

Will you maintain the size of the
SCIU, if you are not able to
increase it?

Will you commit to a review of
road death and injury
investigation in London and set
standards for fatal and injury
investigations?

http://content.tfl.gov.uk/collisions-and-casualties-on-londons-roads-annual-report-2014.pdf
http://content.tfl.gov.uk/collisions-and-casualties-on-londons-roads-annual-report-2014.pdf
http://www.roadpeace.org/change/improved_investigations/quality_assurance/
http://www.roadpeace.org/change/improved_investigations/quality_assurance/
https://tfl.gov.uk/info-for/media/press-releases/2015/january/new-met-police-roads-and-transport-policing-command-created
https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/mayors-office-policing-and-crime-mopac/data-and-research/crime/crime-dashboard
http://www.roadpeace.org
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3. Ensure appropriate prosecution and punishment of law breaking
drivers. The Justice Secretary announced a full review of driving offences in May
2014, but this has yet to happen. In London, TfL has committed to working with the
CPS and Courts, including encouraging greater use of driving bans (Action 27 in TfL
Pedestrian Safety Action Plan and Action 23 in TfL Cycle Safety Action Plan). 

The police are responsible for making the vast majority of prosecution decisions
with driving offences. They can decide “No further action” even in a road death
without requiring CPS approval. But charging decisions can be controversial, with
much overlap in how Dangerous Driving and Careless Driving is described. 

And prosecution is rare. In London (2014), over 2000 people were reported
seriously injured in crashes but there were only 23 drivers convicted for Causing
Serious Injury by Dangerous Driving. Driving bans are almost never used, except
where required by law. 

4. Increase community confidence. Victims’ level of satisfaction and public
confidence in the police are key indicators for the police. But few road crash victims
are asked for feedback. And confidence in the police regarding traffic law
enforcement or collision investigation has yet to be asked of road users. We need
you to work with victims and campaigners to help increase confidence in the
police response to road crashes and road danger.

Confidence is closely linked with transparency. But there is no public transparency
around police decisions in prosecuting drivers after a crash. The police do not report
either the outcomes of collision investigations or the reasons for no prosecution.
Both of these have been called for by RoadPeace along with CTC and London Cycling
Campaign.

Rights and recognition for road crash victims
Will you ensure London sets best practice for the treatment of crash victims?
5. Count the victims. How is it possible that the number of people killed and
injured by road traffic crime in London is not reported? This gap is not restricted to
London, as national statistics on those killed and injured by law breaking drivers
offences are also not published. 

Be the first Mayor to report the number of people killed and injured unlawfully on
our roads. 

Will you lobby the MOJ and DfT
for the full review of driving
offences to ensure that the
criminal charges (and charging
standards) are revised and
appropriate for a society
promoting active travel?

Will you help keep unsafe drivers
off the road and continue TfL’s
promotion of driving bans?

Will you establish a working group,
with victims and campaigners, to
agree performance indicators and
increase community confidence in
the investigation and prosecution
of drivers who kill and seriously
injure others?

Will you report the outcomes of
collisions and the reasons for
police deciding no further action?

Will you show road crime
victims they count by
counting them?

http://www.roadpeace.org/resources/joint_response_re_TfL_KSI_cyclist_and_CJS_report_Feb_2012.pdf
http://www.roadpeace.org/resources/joint_response_re_TfL_KSI_cyclist_and_CJS_report_Feb_2012.pdf
http://www.roadpeace.org/resources/RDR_and_Enf_Handout_1_Driving_bans.pdf
http://www.roadpeace.org/resources/RoadPeace_Careless_Dangerous_charging_standards.pdf
https://consultations.tfl.gov.uk/streets/pedestrian-safety-plan/user_uploads/pedestrian-safety-action-plan.pdf
https://consultations.tfl.gov.uk/streets/pedestrian-safety-plan/user_uploads/pedestrian-safety-action-plan.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/justice-for-victims-of-banned-drivers
http://www.roadpeace.org
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6. Commission support services for the bereaved and injured. Victims of
road traffic crime do not have the same rights as other victims of crime. Those
killed by law breaking drivers are not classified as homicides. Their families receive
less support than if they had been bereaved by manslaughter. The MOPAC 2014
review of victim services did not include any information on the services for victims
of road traffic crime.

As of 16 November 2015, the Ministry of Justice’s Victims’ Code was extended to all
those injured by law breaking drivers, including careless driving and drink driving.
All these victims now need to be kept updated of the investigation’s progress and
signposted to support services. 

7. Ensure victims are properly informed and updated. Bereaved families are
given a national guide on the legal procedures that follow a road death. The injured
do not receive any such guide. RoadPeace has offered to work with the MPS on
producing guides for those bereaved and injured on collision investigation in London.

Road danger reduction
Will you continue to aim to make London the safest city in the work?
8. Tackle danger at source. TfL has begun focusing on the sources of danger
but more can be done. Casualty statistics are presented by the victims’ mode, not
the vehicle type involved. Thus TfL reports the number of car occupants killed (19)
but not the total number of deaths involved in car crashes.

And we need joined up thinking on casualty reduction, road safety, air pollution,
carbon emissions, and active travel. Curbing the excessive and inappropriate use of
motor vehicles is key to all of these. Those posing less risk to others and damage to
the environment deserve priority, including with the road user hierarchy and with
civil compensation.

9. Reduce lorry danger. Compared to lorries, all other road users are vulnerable.
In 2014, a pedestrian was 27 times more likely to die when hit by a lorry than by a
car. TfL reported 16 pedestrians and 5 cyclists killed in collisions with lorries in 2014.

RoadPeace has argued that there is no place for lorries with blind spots, especially on
urban streets shared with pedestrians and cyclists. TfL has invested in reducing lorry
danger, with much research in  blind spot and vehicle design, and the promotion of
safety management  with FORS (Fleet Operator Recognition Scheme) and their award
winning CLOCS (Construction Logistics and Cycle Safety) programme. But more can and
should be done, as seen by TfL’s current consultation on further improving lorry safety. 

Will you ensure victims of road
traffic crime are supported by
the services MOPAC
commissions?

Will you aim to provide the
best services for road crash
victims in the country, and
treat all victims of crashes as
victims of crime, until the
contrary is proven?

Will you support the
production of local guides
on road death and injury
investigation for victims?

Will you continue to tackle danger
at source and report the casualties
by the vehicle types involved?

Will you reinstate the road user
hierarchy and put pedestrians and
those with disabilities at the top of
the road user hierarchy and private
cars at the bottom?

Will you commit to continuing and
developing the pioneering work of
FORS and CLOCS?

Will you require direct vision cabs and
HGV safety technology for all lorries
operating in London? 

Will you continue to support the London
Freight Enforcement Partnership to
ensure that dangerous and non-
compliant operators are targeted and
taken off our streets?

https://consultations.tfl.gov.uk/roads/safer-lorries
http://content.tfl.gov.uk/london-freight-enforcement-partnership-oct-15.pdf
http://content.tfl.gov.uk/collisions-and-casualties-on-londons-roads-annual-report-2014.pdf
http://content.tfl.gov.uk/safe-london-streets-our-approach.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/476900/code-of-practice-for-victims-of-crime.PDF
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/476900/code-of-practice-for-victims-of-crime.PDF
http://www.roadpeace.org/resources/RoadPeace_response_MOPAC_Review_of_victim_services_in_London_August_2014.pdf
http://www.roadpeace.org


10. Reduce speed. Slower speeds are key to a sustainable city. They both reduce
the risk of a collision as well as the severity of any collision not avoided. Slower
speeds are also key to reducing intimidation of those more vulnerable and
increasing quality of life for all. 

TfL has made progress. A quarter of all roads in London are now 20mph. And
20mph speed limits have begun to be used at main roads and large junctions. But
they need to be the norm. 

Speed cameras provide the vast majority of speed enforcement in the city. And
average speed cameras have high rates of compliance.

The previous Mayor funded research into intelligent speed adaptation (ISA). TfL is
currently piloting ISA on buses. But more can be done. London can learn from New
York City where journey data recorders were installed in the city’s fleet within the
first year of Vision Zero being introduced. Journey data recorders and speed limiters
should be required on all TfL vehicles, and extended to vehicles on TfL contracts. 

11. Promote pro-active travel policing. TfL is committed
to promoting active travel. It has prioritised the safety of those
walking and cycling. Pedestrians and cyclists account for the
majority of those killed and seriously injured on London’s roads.
The justice system could do much more to protect those more
vulnerable on the roads. Traffic law enforcement needs to focus
on the behaviours which endanger those walking and cycling.

12. Lead by example. As Mayor, both you and TfL can
demonstrate best practice in promoting sustainable safety and
reducing road danger. In 2014, London was the first city in the
world to have a transport health action plan. We ask you to
commit to walking and cycling with your staff. Be the change
you want to see in others.

Helpline 0845 4500 355

020 7733 1603 

info@roadpeace.org

www.roadpeace.org

@roadpeace

Registered charity 1087192

About RoadPeace
RoadPeace, the national charity for road crash victims, is based in London. For
those in London bereaved by crashes, RoadPeace provides a bi-monthly support
group, with a drop in session for case assistance, and a six week Resilience
Building programme.

RoadPeace also works to improve the response by the justice system to crashes
and to prevent them occurring in the first place. Founded on the principle of road
danger reduction, RoadPeace is committed to tackling the danger at source and
promoting sustainable transport. We are on TfL’s Safe Streets for London Steering
Group and participate on several working groups on enforcement, pedestrian
safety, CLOCS (construction logistics and cyclist safety) and the new London
Freight Enforcement Stakeholder Advisory Group.

Will you support a 20mph
default speed limit, with
exceptions requiring special
approval?

Will you make London safer
and increase the use of speed
cameras, including average
speed cameras?

Will you install journey data recorders on all TfL vehicles?

Will you encourage your staff to walk and cycle with you at
least once a month?

Will you introduce car free days in London?

Will you ensure the police prioritise detecting careless
driving and mobile phone use?

Will you monitor the impact of your traffic law enforcement
on those walking and cycling?

Will you commission research into how our laws and justice
system could protect and promote walking and cycling?
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mailto:linda.mugridge@virginmedia.com
http://www.twitter.com/roadpeace
http://www.roadpeace.org
mailto:info@roadpeace
http://www.roadpeace.org
tfl improving-the-health-of-londoners-transport-action-plan.pdf 
http://www.20splentyforus.org.uk/Briefings/London&20mph-Summary-20Mar15.pdf
http://content.tfl.gov.uk/safe-london-streets-our-approach.pdf

