
Motion: Council to endorse Bristol Cycling Manifesto 22nd July 2014
  
Council notes and welcomes the substantial and sustained growth in cycling in 
Bristol over many years. Council acknowledges that cycling is good not just for 
those who do it, but for Bristol generally. We further note that :

! 27% of Bristol residents already commute by bicycle and on foot, more 
than any other Local Authority in England and Wales. More people cycle to 
work in Bristol than in the whole of Sheffield, Nottingham, Newcastle and 
Liverpool added together.i

! cycling makes an increasingly significant contribution to reducing the cost 
of congestion in Bristol currently at £350 million a year, and a further 
reduction in the £333 million lost due to staff absence.ii

! bicycles make no greenhouse gas emissions and no contribution to 
Bristol's significant air quality problems.iii

! NICE guidelines call physical activity a 'best buy' and a 'wonder drug' and 
urge local authorities to increase access to cycling noting that it “makes 
you fitter, stronger, more self-confident and less stressed”.iv

! The economic benefits of walking and cycling interventions are highly 
significant returning over £10 for every £1 invested, representing 
outstanding value for money.v

! 50% of total trips made in Bristol are less than 5km offering great 
potential for more walking and cycling, especially to school and work.vi

! Research from UWE this year showed that 65% of adults support more 
funding to enable cycling for everyday journeys.vii

Council welcomes the investment made into cycling, both through core funding 
and in the funding obtained through such initiatives as Cycling City, LSTF, 
Cycling Safety Fund and the Cycling city ambition grants and calls on the mayor 
to lobby government for further initiatives at a national level, and to make sure 
the council is well placed to benefit from them locally. 

Consequently Council welcomes the initiative of the Bristol Cycling Campaign 
cycling strategy and network showing how to make Bristol safer and easier for 
cycling, and of the manifestoviii which asks for the council to:

1. Set a Target to quadruple cycling to 20% of all travel by 2025
2. Publish a Plan to deliver a comprehensive cycling network by 2025
3. Commit Investment to deliver the plan at £16 per person each year
4. Implement the plan through an integrated multi-skilled team
5. Engage an inspirational Cycling Commissioner to lead from the front.

Council endorses the manifesto, and calls on the mayor to take all relevant 
actions to ensure its implementation, and to seek the widest possible support 
from political parties, businesses and the wider community.

Council further calls on all Neighbourhood Partnerships to produce and 
implement Local Sustainable Travel Plans in order to bring the benefits of more 
walking, cycling and public transport to the whole city, and to be assisted in 
doing so by council officers.



i 2011 Census, quoted in 2013 Bristol Green Capital Report Card 2: LOCAL ROAD TRANSPORT 
http://bristolgreencapital.org/wp-content/themes/bgcthemeV2/report-cards/transport.pdf

ii Joint Local Transport Plan 3, West of England Partnership http://www.westofengland.org/transport/background---
our-vision

iii Joint Local Transport Plan 3, West of England Partnership http://travelplus.org.uk/media/205601/chapter%208.pdf
iv National Institute for Health and Care Excellence, Public Health Guidance 41 

http://publications.nice.org.uk/walking-and-cycling-local-measures-to-promote-walking-and-cycling-as-forms-of-
travel-or-recreation-ph41

v Value for Money: Economic Assessment of Investment in Walking and Cycling, Dept of Health 2010 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/item.aspx?RID=91553

vi Greater Bristol Cycling City End of Project Report 2011 
http://www.betterbybike.info/sites/default/files/attachments/Cycling%20City%20end%20of%20project
%20report.pdf

vii http://info.uwe.ac.uk/news/uwenews/news.aspx?id=2790
viiihttp://bristolcyclingmanifesto.org.uk


