2015 PROGRAMME
as at Tuesday 21st October 2014

2015 is Bristol’s year
We’re very proud that in 2015, Bristol will be the UK’s first European Green Capital.

It’s so much more than green and carbon.
It means that all the little (and really big) things we do to make Bristol a happier, healthier city,
have been recognised by Europe.
It’s called sustainable urban living.
Bristol is more than a city. It’s a place with an independent outlook and a can-do spirit, where
great things happen.
We will all be in the spotlight in 2015.
To show what’s possible when people come together.
To create a city where the things we do every day can be good for our communities, our
businesses – and our planet.
To achieve this we have three strategic objectives:

Local Empowerment
Sustainability Leadership

Working with communities in the
Bristol area to ensure the value of
sustainable living is delivered across
neighbourhoods, businesses and
the voluntary sector and result in
attitude and behaviour change.

Becoming the leading forum
for UK, European and Global
exchange of sustainability
expertise in the lead up to the
2015 Global Climate Summit.

International Profile
Building Bristol’s global profile
as the UK’s most pioneering,
sustainable city region to drive
exports, inward investment,
tourism and economic growth.

Why Bristol is a sustainability winner

2015 Programme
Bristol 2015 European Green Capital casts a deserved spotlight on the city’s achievements in
sustainability, shaped by a diverse and inspiring programme of events, projects, summits and
conferences throughout the year.
From working with existing initiatives to ensure the value of sustainable living is delivered
locally, to promoting Bristol’s global profile as the UK’s most pioneering and sustainable city,
the programme is designed to give everyone the chance to get involved in making Bristol an
even happier and healthier place to live and work.
As our city becomes European Green Capital and a leading forum for UK, European and
global exchange in sustainability expertise, Bristol 2015 is inviting community groups, local
businesses and voluntary organisations to join forces and make their own events an official
part of the programme.

GETTING INVOLVED
Bristol 2015 is about getting as many people as possible involved - not just in attending events
or engaging in projects, but by people across the city creating their own. These projects,
events or activities can be registered on the Bristol 2015 website. Once an event, project or
activity has been registered, individual organisations can then add it to the programme and
access the 2015 Brand Toolkit.
To access the current Bristol 2015 Programme and keep up to date with the exciting and
expanding list of events visit www.bristol2015.co.uk.

Programme Partners
The 2015 programme is being delivered by Bristol 2015 Ltd and a wider range of Programme
Partners, which currently includes:
Bristol City Council
Green Capital Partnership
University of Bristol
University of the West of England
Bristol Cultural Development
Partnership
Martin Kiszko
Big Green Week
Bristol International Balloon
Fiesta and Cameron Balloons
Bristol Old Vic

Arnolfini
Business West
Low Carbon South West
Happy City
Situations
In Between Time
Bristol Festivals
Cirque Bijou
Luke Jerram
Artists Project Earth
Regen South West

Throughout the Year
National Schools Programme
The National Schools programme will launch in 2015, and run over three years. The KS2
programme will be based on a “Bristol curriculum”, and the content will be developed in the
city. A primary school teacher will be seconded from a local school, and will be based with
the Education team at Bristol City Council. This post will be supported by a working group of
teachers drawn from across the city, who will meet regularly to advise on content. The content
will be further supported by environmental organisations across the city with a particular focus
on formal education.
Grants
Bristol 2015 is the first European Green Capital to set up a dedicated grants programme to
support existing initiatives, organisations and projects to run activities that will form a major part
of the year. The grants programme represents a significantly greater investment in community
initiatives than previous similar funds in the city.
The Bristol 2015 grants programme is in 3 strands, totaling £2 million pounds. A total of 100-200
projects have the opportunity for funding through the grant schemes. All information can be
found at www.bristol2015.co.uk
Neighbourhood Partnerships Grants
£250,000 administered through the Bristol 2015 Neighbourhood Partnerships team, with an
initial grant of £10,000 per NP. The priorities are based on the 2015 outcomes and initial awards
are expected to be made September / October 2014.
Small Grants
£250,000 administered through Quartet. These grants have now been opened and links to
information can be found at www.bristol2015.co.uk
Strategic Grants
£1.5 million administered through Bristol City Council. These grants were opened on 24 September.
Volunteers
The Bristol 2015 Volunteer Programme will be run in partnership with Bristol’s Cities of Service
programme, redefining volunteering in the city and developing “active citizens”. The programme
in 2015 will concentrate on building capacity within organisations who work with volunteers,
provision of volunteers for Bristol 2015 events and corporate sponsors, and ambassador
volunteering. The programme will work on extending volunteering to SME’s and front line
businesses. Bristol 2015 will act as a coordinator and facilitator of volunteering programmes in the
city. The Bristol 2015 website will act as a “window” to the Cites of Service programme and the
project’s dedicated PR will help raise the profile of volunteering in the city.

EU / International
The International Programme has 8 core strands:

•	Delivery of the 4 main events as stipulated by the European Commission (Handover December
2014, Launch January 2015, Award Ceremony June 2015, Handover December 2015).

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Secretariat function for the European Green Capital network during 2015.
Delivery of the visits programme for Bristol for international delegations, VIP’s and visitors.
Delivery of EGC 2015 “programme” at key international events.
Hosting a Local Government Climate Pavilion at the COP21 in Paris.
Hosting a series of international conferences, summits and similar events in Bristol.
Hosting the Eurocities Environment Forum meeting in Bristol.
Submission of applications to European and International funding sources.

Bristol Method
The Bristol Method shares the journey we are on, and what we learn while we are on it.
We will measure and quantify the changes that 2015 generates, helping us to celebrate
success, understand failures and create a benchmark for others. In the years to come, this
data may also aid in the allocation of resources to projects that make the most difference.
The intention is to capture information and findings as the project progresses, rather than
produce a ‘self-review’ at the end of 2015. This information will then be shared as a ‘web book’
which will only exist virtually, hosted on a legacy website. It will comprise a series of brief,
straightforward documents and films that tell a single aspect of the story.
Neighbourhood Arts Programme
The Neighbourhood Arts Programme will kick off 2015 by commissioning artists to work
across different areas of the city and will run throughout Bristol 2015. The programme will
work with Bristol based artists, cultural institutions, and community art groups, in creating set
pieces, projects and installations across the city. The aim is to engage to local communities
and help tell the European Green Capital story, for which the organising thought is “shared
responsibility for healthier and happier cities.”
Go Green
Business Engagement scheme for Bristol and the West of England Go Green will be the business
engagement scheme for Bristol 2015 that will dovetail with the commercial strategy. It is currently
in final development, and will be delivered by Low Carbon Southwest in partnership with Business
West. The programme extends Business West’s popular previous scheme, also called Go Green.
The business engagement scheme will support business organisations across sectors and of all
sizes in a longer term programme that will extend beyond the life of Bristol 2015. Scheme members
will be supported to improve products and services across the five key themes.

January 2015
Opening Event
Bristol based Cirque Bijou have been commissioned
to open Bristol’s year as the UK’s first European
Green Capital. Further details will be announced in
early November.

February 2015
International GreenTech Festival
Digital Greentech: BBC Bristol Digital Week & Green
Capital Digital Challenge
‘Green & Digital’ Cleanweb Event, 5th February 2015
On the 5th February an evening event will be hosted
at the Engine Shed to allow the city and region’s
digital community to network and hear from some
of the leading companies in Cleanweb / Web for
Sustainability. The topic will be Cleanweb: How
are British businesses using the web for economic
growth and environmental benefit in cities. Speakers
will address key themes, for example: the Internet
of Things for energy efficiency; industrial process
efficiency for resource use; big data and citizen science
for nature conservation; and green opportunities in
an open programmable city. This will be followed by
a weekend event to launch the Green Capital Digital
Challenge where teams will be brought together
to develop new apps and games which address
environmental issues.
International GreenTech Festival
Green Capital Digital Challenge
7th February 2015 – 20th April 2015
An international competition for teams to develop
Cleanweb mobile apps or environmental awareness
raising games. A set of challenges will be posed to
address the Bristol2015 themes: energy, transport,
resources, food and nature. Software developers
and related business people will come together
for a weekend in February to develop an initial
proposition for shortlisting by the Challenge judges.
The successful 3-5 teams will be given £5,000 each
to further develop the software ahead of a final on
20 April 2015. The judges will select the winner of a
£50,000 prize as well as a £10,000 Peoples’ Award
voted for by the Youth Summit attendees.
Fog Bridge
In Between Time
Pero’s Bridge, 12th – 15th February 2015
The world is getting warmer – but how will this change
our weather? And how might a changing climate

disrupt our lives? To celebrate Bristol’s status as
European Green Capital, we have invited a conjurer of
unusual weather, artist Fujiko Nakaya to the city. Over
40 years, Nakaya has used fog as a sculptural medium.
Collaborating with the elements, Fujiko’s clouds are
created by water pumped at high pressure through
many micro-fine nozzles. A special guest in Bristol,
Nakaya’s long career has seen partnerships with a
host of renowned artists and architects including
Robert Rauschenberg, Trisha Brown, Bill Viola and
Diller Scofidio & Renfro. Pause your life for a moment,
and take a small step into the unknown.
The Bristol Debates / Summits and Conferences
Coleridge Lectures
February – April 2015
A new series of annual lectures (February-April 2015)
in association with University of Bristol, with the first
year being Radical Green. Speakers include
Anna Coote (Green and Social Justice);
George Monbiot (what a green government could
deliver if it wanted to); Kathleen Jamie (the politics
of the land); Melissa Harrison (rewilding the city);
Roger Scruton (the only true conservationist
is a conservative); Richard Holmes (Coleridge,
Wordsworth, Bristol and the age of wonder). Linked
to the commissioning from contemporary poets of a
new series of Lyrical Ballads which in the 1790s saw the
romantic poetry movement start in Bristol.
Bristol Futures Forum
February 2015 – Bristol Hub and Bristol University
Sustainability Team
A forum to bring together people interested in
sustainability and climate change.
Electric Vehicle Charging
February 2015
A new network of 100 electric vehicle charging points
will be completed. Electric vehicles are zero-emission
at point-of-use and provide local environmental
benefits including cleaner air and reduced noise.
By the end of March Bristol will have introduced 71
standard charge point units that will provide 98 places
to charge and four rapid charger units that will allow
eights cars to be charged simultaneously. Electric
vehicle owners will be able to continue to benefit from
the Source West scheme throughout 2015.
MetroBus
February 2015
Bristol anticipates approvals from the Department
of Transport for the region’s remaining MetroBus
route, allowing for work to start in 2015 on the
remaining scheme.

March 2015
Fairtrade Business Awards
The Watershed,
6th March, 12.00pm – 2.00pm
International GreenTech Festival
Greentech Innovation: Greentech Camp & Venturefest
Bristol Greentech Camp,
30th March 2015 – 2nd April 2015
The Greentech Camp will get young people interested in
the potential of green technology. The camp will provide
9-17 years old with an opportunity to learn about and
explore how technology can be used for green goals.
International GreenTech Festival
Greentech in the City: White Paper, Video, Roundtable &
Business Dinner ‘Greentech in the City’ Project,
10th March 2015 (TBC) – 18th June 2015
This project will gather insights from cities around
the world on three areas of ‘Greentech in the City’: (i)
how are citizens using technology to green the city; (ii)
what infrastructure are cities investing in to encourage
the application of green technology; and (iii) how
are businesses and universities being encouraged to
support greentech research, development, innovation
and commercialisation.
A number of core city and international mayors will be
interviewed with questions based on these three areas.
These interviews will be used to write a white paper and
produce a video with insights on city leadership and
business opportunities for growth. The paper will be
published and launched with a roundtable and dinner on
the evening of the Business Summit in June 2015. The
roundtable will provide an opportunity for mayors to
come together with business leaders to discuss green
technology and will provide a unique attraction for the
international business summit.
Filwood Green Business Park
February 2015
Filwood Green Business Park will open, marking the
city’s first BREEAM Outstanding-rated business park
and providing space for new and existing companies to
set up shop in South Bristol, aiming to create around
350 new jobs.

April 2015
The Bristol Debates / Summits and Conferences
Politics and the Environment
Spring 2015 and then revisited after the
UK general election
An ongoing series, starting with invitations to party

leaders to present their environmental case in Bristol,
between October 2014 and April 2015 which will
include a wide range of political debates throughout
the year with think tanks, commentators, broadcasters,
academics and campaign groups. After the election,
party environment spokespeople will be invited back to
contribute to the Magna Carta going to COP21.
Arts Council England Exceptional Award
The Bristol Blue Whale
Opens April 2015
Led by Herbert Girardet, Kenny Young, Artists Project
Earth and Bristol 2015
The creation of a life-size ‘sculpture’ of a Blue Whale
presenting the beauty of ocean life, and the growing
human threats to it, located in Bristol Harbourside.
It will be made of fibreglass and recycled plastics
waste, and created by local artists and community arts,
environmental and digital arts organisations. At the end
of 2015 the whale will be disassembled and taken to
Paris to become a key feature at COP 21, the concluding
international climate conference.
The Bristol Debates / Summits and Conferences
The Bristol Debates: Youth Summit
20-22nd April 2015
The first of the major debates, 20-22 April 2015 with day
of Ted-style presentations (20 April); a student led day
(21 April); then rally in Millennium Square for the opening
of the Blue Whale project. Bringing together activists,
musicians and artists, environmental change makers,
young entrepreneurs and youth mayors, this will start
with a day of inspiration and debate, then a workshop
designed to develop specific ideas for Bristol 2015 and
COP21, then a rally on Earth Day to celebrate the launch
of the Blue Whale, sending a message from the young
people of Bristol to the world.
International GreenTech Festival
Venturefest Bristol, April 2015 (date TBC)
A full day event to showcase innovation in Bristol
and Bath, showing the strengths as a region for
entrepreneurship, innovation and R&D. Greentech will
be a theme running through a broader agenda designed
to appeal to businesses, their customers and potential
investors. This will include investor and R&D showcases.

May 2015
Arts Council England Exceptional Award
Luke Jerram
May – December 2015
A special commission for Luke Jerram
and the National Trust.

May 2015 (cont)
Bristol’s Car Club
May 2015
An expansion to Bristol’s Car Club will make it easier
to make use of short-term vehicle rentals, reducing
the need to own a car, and electric vehicles will be
introduced to the fleet.
Annual Walking Festival
May 2015
Bristol’s annual Walking Festival returns with a month
long green-themed take on the event.

June 2015
Big Green Week
13th – 21st June
Big Green Week is the UK’s only city-wide annual festival
of environmental ideas, arts, entertainment and culture.
The festival offers a fun, thought-provoking opportunity to
celebrate smart urban living, working towards the creation
of a happy healthy city. During the nine days of the event,
the festival will host over 120 events, offering two weekends
of free family entertainment, talks, arts, workshops,
debates, music and discussion. Established over the past
4 years, the week’s main showcase are the FareFashion
show, Big Green Market, Festival of Nature and Sky
Bike Ride. These events attract over 50,000 visitors
altogether. Big Green Week also curates a fringe festival
programme through a network of affiliated organisations
and charities. Many of these fringe events are fun,
educational experiences for families and their communities.
To celebrate Bristol winning the European Green Capital
Aware, the festival will host the European Commission
conference to announce the winner of the 2017 award.
The Bristol Debates / Summits and Conferences
The Bristol Debates: Business Summit
17th – 18th June 2015
A one day conference, either at At-Bristol or the Passenger
Shed, which will look at what the environment can do for
business, the role businesses can play in sustainability in
smart future cities and the opportunities for business in
new economies of the future. Featuring keynote speakers
from leading international businesses, leaders of campaign
groups, entrepreneurs, businesses and cities, and with a
focus on Bristol’s green business pre-eminence.
The Bristol Debates / Summits and Conferences
52 IMCL Conferencing on Achieving Green Healthy Cities
29th June - 3rd July 2015
A five day event (29 June - 3 July 2015) which will look at
multi-disciplinary solutions and creative strategies, tools

and design solutions for achieving green healthy cities.
It will also look at how the built and natural environment
can be designed and managed to increase social and
physical health and well-being, and foster ecological,
social and economic sustainability. Also features the
Lewis Mumford Award ceremony (Jan Gehl is the 2015
award recipient). Brings together those in planning,
urban design, public health, landscape architecture,
social sciences with a showcase of Bristol projects.
City Speed Limits
June 2015
Bristol aims to complete its roll-out of 20mph speed limit
zones in the city.
Cycling Infrastructure
June 2015
It’s anticipated that brand new cycling infrastructure will
be unveiled with the completion of Easton Way, the next
phase of the city’s two-way Dutch-style cycle lane from
Junction 3 of the M32 to Lawrence Hill roundabout. The
Stapleton Road to Lawrence Hill roundabout phase should
be finished by June, marking the completion of the scheme.
Bristol Biggest Bike Ride
June 2015
June will also see Bristol’s Biggest Bike Ride and the
Bristol Travel Challenge take place.

July 2015
Arts Council England Exceptional Award
Richard Long Solo Exhibition with a new commission
July-October 2015
Commissioned by Bristol 2015 and Arnolfini
A large-scale exhibition that celebrates Bristol-based
artist Richard Long, who has his 70th birthday in 2015.
The exhibition will present a selection of Long’s different
forms of working together with documents, videos
and publications. The exhibition will include new work
created specifically for the exhibition. Long, who won
the Turner prize in 1989, is considered to be among the
most important artists of his generation.
The Bristol Debates / Summits and Conferences
International Fair Trade Towns Conference
4th – 5th July 2015
The 9th International Fair Trade Towns Conference will be
held at At-Bristol, as Bristol celebrates 10 years as a Fairtrade
City. The Conference theme is Fair Trade For Sustainability
– how Fair Trade works to protect the environment, enables
farmers to adapt to the effects of climate change, and
supports sustainable food production.

July 2015 (cont)

October 2015

Energy Company
Summer 2015
By summer 2015 the city anticipates launching its own
sustainable energy company, giving households a local
alternative to major energy suppliers.

The Bristol Debates / Summits and Conferences
The Bristol Debates: City Leaders Summit
23rd – 24th October 2015
Organised with ICLEI and others, taking place
23-24 October 2015. This will seek to identify and
bring together future city leaders for debate and
discussion. City leadership embraces HE, general
education, business, youth, political, charitable, voluntary
sector, architects, police leaders, scientists, media
commentators and more. It will seek to identify the
future leadership needs of sustainable cities with case
studies of successful examples.

Harbour Festival
July 2015
The Harbour Festival returns with a green theme for 2015.

August 2015
Solar Balloon
6-9th August 2015
Cameron Balloons are developing the world’s
first modern solar balloon to launch at the Bristol
International Balloon Fiesta.

September 2015
Education for Sustainable Development Conference
University of Bristol and University of West of England
September 2015
An international event exploring approaches, successes
and barriers in implementing education for sustainable
development in the curricula of EU universities.
Arts Council England Exceptional Award
Theaster Gates – Bristol Project
September 2015
Led by Theaster Gates and produced by Situations
Theaster Gates, one of the most sought-after American
artists of his generation, brings his visionary artistic
approach to Bristol for his first UK public project in
autumn 2015. Gates will reinvigorate lost skills and
repurpose discarded materials to create an intriguing
new structure for the city. Gates’ most acclaimed work,
Dorchester Projects, began in Chicago in 2006, with
Gates transforming two buildings on Chicago’s South
Side into a spell-binding new library, slide archive,
cinema, performance space, and soul food kitchen.
Gates examines urban renewal and social justice through
the lens of arts, spirituality, alternative economies, and
community engagement. An artist locally embedded
but with a global vision, Gates uses his experience of
living, working and transforming Chicago’s South Side to
explore other cities and situations.
Produced by Situations for Bristol 2015, supported by
Arts Council England

Uncertain World: Talk with Q&A
University of Bristol Cabot Institute
October 2015
Human activity has direct and indirect impacts on
our climate, environment, life and society; the more
we reshape our planet the more uncertain our future
becomes. What are the challenges of this new Uncertain
World and how do we live and thrive within it? This
enquiry, coordinated by the University of Bristol Cabot
Institute, will culminate in a talk and question time style
Q&A with local and international future leaders.
Warm Up Bristol 2015 Ltd
October 2015
Warm Up Bristol – the only council backed scheme that
can help you make your home warmer and cosier to
live in – will mark its first anniversary as it continues its
mission to visit every home in the city to offer special
energy efficiency deals. It aims to fit 30,000 houses with
energy saving measures over the course of four years,
with 2015 marking its first full year in operation.
Local Nature Reserves
October 2015
Bristol will celebrate improved environmental protection
of several areas by completing a programme of
designating eight new Local Nature Reserves, doubling
the number in the city between October 2014 and
October 2015. The city plans to designate four new
LNRs before the end of 2014 in preparation for 2015
- Lamplighters Marsh (Shirehampton), Avon New Cut
(Southville), Northern Slopes (Knowle, Knowle West
and Bedmister), Narrow Ways Junction (St Werburghs).
Another four are planned to follow by October 2015,
with applications opening earlier in the year.

October 2015 (cont)
Katie Paterson
October 2015
Katie Paterson’s artworks centre around a set of
compelling, poetic ideas with an emphasis on nature,
ecology, geology and cosmology. In the past, Paterson
has created a light bulb which simulates moonlight,
planted a forest of 1000 trees for a library 100 years
from now, and compiled a slide archive of the history
of darkness across the ages. Winner of a South Bank
Sky Arts Award, Paterson has been commissioned
by the University of Bristol and Situations to mark
the opening of the new Life Sciences building. The
intimate pavilion will be composed of 10,000 different
tree species gathered from every continent. This
outdoor shelter will trace the history of our planet
through the evolution of trees, from the emergence
of the first forests over 390 million years ago to the
planting of young trees in Bristol that will mature and
thrive well beyond our lifetimes. The new work will
open to the public in October 2015.

November 2015
The Bristol Debates / Summits and Conferences and
Arts Council England Exceptional Award
Festival of the Future City
18th – 20th November 2015
The Festival of the Future City will bring together a
range of commissioned writers, artists, filmmakers, poets,
architects and others, from 18-20 November 2015. The
final day of the festival will seek to bring together all the
lessons learned during the year and finalise the Bristol
Magna Carta, before launching it at a public event in the
evening. It will also include a build up programme over
the year.
The Bristol Debates / Summits and Conference
Activity at COP21 in Paris
30th November – 14th December 2015
The culmination of the year will be the Bristol presence
at COP21 in Paris (30 November-14 December 2015).
This programme will be developed during the year. It
will include receptions and interviews, opportunities
for city presentations and meetings with international
delegates, and specially organised debates.

Tree Pips
November 2015
To mark National Tree Week, Bristol’s Tree Pips scheme
will run a special community planting week where
it will aim to plant as many trees as possible. Overall
the scheme will see 36,000 new trees in Bristol by
spring 2016.
Bristol’s Greenest Housing Development
November 2015
A new housing development replacing the former
primary school in Dunmail is expected to be completed,
marking Bristol’s greenest ever housing development.

December 2015
Plans for December will be revealed during the year as
Bristol builds towards its big finish.

Our Resource Partners
A huge thank you to all our resource partners who have made significant contributions both
financially and through budget relieving value in kind. The Bristol 2015 programme would not
have been possible without this support.
Current Tier One Partners

Current Tier Two Partners

Current Tier Three Partners

Bristol 2015 Ltd would like to acknowledge the support received from HM Government.
The Chairman, Board and Team at Bristol 2015 would also thank all those individuals and
organisations who have made the 2015 programme a reality.

Bristol 2015 Ltd
Units 5-6
1 Canon’s Road
Bristol BS1 5TX
Phone: +44 (0)117 379 0115
www.bristol2015.co.uk

