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Planning Application PT14/3867/O for former Filton Airfield

Ref: http://developments.southglos.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?
activeTab=summary&keyVal=ND0W86OK7T000

Bristol Cycling Campaign believes that every resident of South Gloucestershire, 

whatever their age or ability, deserves safe and inviting space for cycling on all 

of South Gloucestershire’s roads. This should never be to the detriment of 

walking. We have the following general comments on this consultation, drawing 

on the Bristol Cycling Manifesto, and the Making Space for Cycling guide for 

street renewals which set out how to achieve Space for Cycling:

Space for 
Cycling

Does this measure advance the six 
themes of 
1) Protected space on main roads; 
2) Remove through motor traffic; 
3) Safe routes to school; 
4) Cycle friendly town centres; 
5) Cycle routes in green spaces; 
6) 20mph speed limits? 

Amber - overall neutral 

While some benefits, detail is 
lacking to definitively praise 

the plans

Road 
Danger 
Reductio
n

Does this measure seek a genuine 
reduction in danger for all road 
users by identifying and controlling 
the principal sources of threat?

Amber - overall neutral

Not enough detail. 

Triple A 
(All Ages 
& 
Abilities)

Will this measure be attractive to 
all ages and abilities using all kinds 
of cycles?

Amber - overall neutral

Strategic 
Cycling 
Network

How does this measure contribute 
to the development of South 
Gloucestershire Council’s planned 
integrated and coherent strategic 
cycle network?

Red - overall disbenefit
Key cycle routes need to be 

specified – see points 1, 5 and 10 
below

Cycle-
proofing

How far does this measure provide 
for Triple A Space for Cycling in the 
future?

Amber - overall neutral
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Bristol Cycling Campaign makes the following comments on the “Revised 

Pedestrian and Cycle Strategy” section of $5.6 Access and Movement in the 

Design & Access Statement Addendum:

1. A direct cycling route should be provided to connect Charlton Road with 

Highwood Road. This route would need to go directly through any development 

in the middle. The siting and layout of the proposed secondary school must not 

preclude this. This is an ancient public right of way, which would have been 

regarded as sacrosanct if access rights had not been extinguished to create the 

airfield. This link offers the most direct and flattest cycle route between much 

of north-west Bristol (e.g. Westbury on Trim, Henleaze and Southmead, 

including the hospital) and key destinations such as Patchway and Aztec West, 

so would be highly desirable and worth negotiation. If the opportunity to create 

a high quality cycle route on this alignment is wasted, then fewer journeys will 

made by bicycle and more by private car, and many local roads will become 

gridlocked.

2. The proposed “Cycle Trunk route” offers a reasonably good east-west route, 

although the proposed alignment seems to include a few unnecessary twists 

and turns, including a couple of inconvenient right-angle turns. Every effort 

should be made to eliminate these.

3. However shared use by cyclists and pedestrians is not suitable for high 

volumes of walking and cycling. Fully segregated facilities should be provided 

on principal cycle routes such as the Cycle Trunk route.

4. We would expect priority to be given to cycle routes across junctions.

5. A more comprehensive neighbourhood cycle network should be specified, to 

ensure that all local journeys really are more convenient by bicycle than by car.

6. We urge that 20 mph speed limits be specified throughout the development.

7. We would like to see the design standards that are being used. This could be 

demonstrated with cross sections of proposed cycle routes. The standards 

should be high enough to reflect the expected traffic levels. 
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8. We would like to see traffic cells used that are permeable to cycling and 

walking. 

9. At this stage planning space for cycling parking would be prudent, particularly 

at key locations such as schools, transport hubs, and shops. 

10. The application needs to be much more specific about key cycle routes which 

need to be provided, in particular direct & efficient routes as set out in the 

Bristol Strategic Cycle Network in this area.

11. Cycle routes should be made available before buildings are occupied, to ensure 

that cycling is a viable travel option for new occupants as soon as they move 

in, and to prevent a repeat of the unfortunate situation which arose with Hayes 

Way.

CONTACT

Bristol Cycling Campaign
info@bristolcyclingcampaign.org.uk
http://bristolcyclingcampaign.org.uk

References
1. Bristol Cycling Campaign   (BCyC) 

We have been campaigning since 1991 to make cycling in Bristol so easy that everyone does 

it. We produced the Bristol Cycling Manifesto in 2013 which has now been signed by over 

4,000 people. This sets out a 12 year strategy to quadruple cycling in the city which has been 

endorsed by the Mayor of Bristol and has influenced the Bristol Cycling Strategy.

2. Lots of people ride bikes in Bristol

The 2011 census showed that cycling to work in Bristol had doubled over the past 10 years 

and that Bristol had significantly more cycling than any other major English city. On census day 

in 2011 16,211 Bristolians said that they usually cycled to work. (1 in 12 of the 104,729 who 

travelled to work at that time). A telephone survey for HM Government indicated that in 2012 

nearly a quarter of adult Bristolians cycled at least once a month for one reason or another. 

Bristol City Council data collected by observers between 2010 and 2013 show that at peak 

times there were over 10,000 cyclists on Bristol roads and 7% of all city traffic measured at 

these times were cyclists. Across the city, some routes carry 300-500 cyclists per hour and at 

four busy points on roads into the city cyclists constitute over a quarter of all traffic during 
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peak hours. http://samsaundersbristol.wordpress.com/2013/02/12/considerate-cycling-27-

bristol-compared/

3. Improving and extending the Bristol cycle network is a council priority

A strategy for cycling in Bristol is emerging (final draft version in November 2014). The Bristol 

Cycling Manifesto set out a network of strategic cycle routes and these are supplemented by 

local links. These have now been incorporated into the road network plans of Bristol City 

Council. All measures on these routes must include a high level of cycle provision, or at the 

least ‘cycle proofing’ for the future.

4. Cycling is a national priority

The Times newspaper 'Cities Fit for Cycling' campaign supported a parliamentary inquiry by the 

All Party Parliamentary Cycling Group that was published last month. It was prepared by 

Professor Phil Goodwin of UWE. In his forward he says: “I, like most professional transport 

planners, providers and researchers of my generation, have grown up thinking that cycling, 

though worthy, is of small significance compared with the great questions of cars, traffic and 

public transport, or the universal significance of walking. [...] We were wrong. The evidence 

demonstrates quite clearly that [...] cycling is the mode of transport ‘on the cusp of 

greatness’”. http://allpartycycling.files.wordpress.com/2013/04/get-britain-cycling_goodwin-

report.pdf

5. More cycling is a health priority 

Recently published guidelines by the National Institute of Clinical Excellence have set out how 

local authorities must invest in walking and cycling. In February this year the government's 

chief medical officer, Dame Sally Davies said: “I think that investment in cycling to drive up 

physical activity might emerge as one of the ‘best buys’ in some areas.” 

http://publications.nice.org.uk/walking-and-cycling-local-measures-to-promote-walking-and-

cycling-as-forms-of-travel-or-recreation-ph41/recommendations
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