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1. Background to this Proposal

l n o Ashton

It is proposed to create a walking and cycling path

This has resulted in a tremendous improvement for

along the edge of the Ashton Court Estate from the

users of the Park who can now wander and cycle

Church Lodge Car Park entrance to Kennel Lodge

through this beautiful area without conflict with

Road – a promenade route doubling up as an

traffic. The plans at that time also provided for an

occasional events access track.

‘events access track’ along the lower edge of the

rk

ith

r

rks n tr

ree ri es

Smyth Field to ease circulation at times of major

1.1. History
In October 2004 Bristol City Council and the

festivals, and to ensure that any such activities in
this area of the Park did not lead to damage of the

Drive is now free of traffic

grassland as had happened in the past.
Car park and
road access
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Trustees of the National Heritage Memorial Fund
entered into a contract for restoring and managing

The NHF Contract also required the City Council

the Ashton Court Estate with a grant of £4.349M.

to produce a 10 year Management Plan. This was

A sizeable part of these monies was used to

eventually published as the Strategic Management

create two new car parks (near Church Lodge and

Plan in May 2005 (Ashton Court Estate Strategic

adjacent to the Mansion House) to accommodate

Management Plan Final Draft 2009 Pleydell

320 cars. This allowed the main drive through the

Smythyman Ltd).

Park to be closed to all but maintenance traffic.

1.2. The Strategic Management
Plan and sustainability
Whilst much of the Plan focussed on the
Management of this important Grade II listed
Historic Parkland and the Central Mansion,

New events
track

sustainable access and transport were considered
important issues. SUS08 (p.93) required the
implementation of a sustainable transport pan
where the Plan prescribes work to investigate,
embrace and plan alternative methods of transport
to the Estate e.g. via a new cycle Network. Over
recent years Bristol City Council has brought
forward a number of completed schemes which
enhance the ability of quite a wide population to
reach the Park by cycle.

Car park and
road access

View of the Mansion House carpark from the approach past
Summerhouse Plantation from Clifton. The Mansion House is
immediately to the right and the boundary of Smyth Field is
just visible in the distance
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Existing and proposed cycling routes leading to Ashton Court Estate

second option to the City Centre – the other is

nature as well.

far reaches of the Park, so does not concern us
here.

Mansion House carparks has enabled the main

as well as pedestrians, even though the climb is

continuing to Long Ashton and Nailsea. As
its name implies it was viewed as a way of
providing a sustainable transport to the Park,
and one which was built to a standard and a
capacity which would serve the numbers of
people needing to travel to Festivals. This route
is now complete, with the exception of the link
through the Park.
ii) Bristol City Council have in hand a direct link
from the Ashton Avenue Swing Bridge through
under the Smeaton Road (Cumberland Road)
to the Nova Scotia and thence to the north side
Page 4
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v) The completion of the Church Lodge and the

follows:

and thence after linking through the Park

A

rather isolated, a traffic free route to the Park.

free. This is a most useful resource for cyclists

leading from the City Centre, to Ashton Park,

L

This will give another area which is currently

The cycling routes in hand can be summarised as

The Festival Way was conceived as a route

W

from Bishopsworth to the Park and Ride site.

road through the Park to become almost traffic

i)

R

and this includes a new dedicated cycle track

I

circuit which is at the top of the escarpment in the

iv) The Southern Relief Road is under construction

Proposed Greenway
and Events Track

considerable

Taken together these routes represent an
extraordinary focus on the Ashton Park area which
allows a considerable population in the City to
conveniently reach the Park without needing a car,
and it can be concluded that the City has gone
a long way towards meeting its objectives on
Sustainable Transport in its Master Plan for Ashton
Park. All that is missing is the central connection to
bind all the routes together.
This is the Ashton Park Missing Link.

T

addition the Park boasts a popular mountain bike

Metrobus route

I

S

roundabout are currently under construction. In

M

New Southern
Relief Road
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of cyclists, and to encourage more, have been

LI
NK

of Ashton Vale it is of a much more utilitarian

G

measures to provide for the relatively large number

IN

direct route to Ashton Park for all the residents

S

for cycling in Bristol. So it is not surprising that

S

Bridge. Whilst this will create an excellent

to cyclists, and more cycling routes in the area

A

D

This whole area is one of the most popular areas

PARK

the Ashton Park and Ride to Ashton Avenue

N

east, and along easy terrain towards Nailsea.

O

iii) The MetroBus route, currently under
construction, will deliver a cycling route from

Court Estate has become much more accessible

S

the Chocolate Path along the New Cut.

Centre and on to the Easton area beyond to the

focussed here. As a consequence the Ashton

Junction Lock link

Traffic free roads in
Ashton Park

E

of the Avon Valley through Bristol, past the City

across the junction Lock. This will give a

F

Ashton Court lies close to the generally level floor

of the Floating Harbour via a widened footway

ASHT
O

1.3. The ongoing programme for
delivering dedicated cycle routes to
Ashton Court and nearby areas
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2. The Ashton Park Missing Link for Cyclists
A number of options have been considered all of

This Ashton Park option was pursued by the City

which are discussed in some detail in the next

Council in 2010 as part of the Sustrans Connect

chapter.

2 Scheme in which they secured a £50m Lottery

The o tions onsi ere in or er to resol e the
problem of the Ashton Park Missing Link

Please bind document this side (print double sided)

Grant to make nearly 100 projects to overcome
The existing route via the Church Lodge Drive is

missing links and to make connection from

extremely circuitous, it runs through the whole

Community to Parks, Stations and other key

length of the Church Lodge car park with its

destinations. The Council developed a scheme and

attendant hazards and when coming from Bristol

gained planning consent on 20th October 2010. A

has the steep 1:8 climb up Kennel Lodge Road

small part of the route lies in North Somerset and

for a total of 24 metres. Many novice cyclists

this section was not granted planning consent

have to walk this climb (the maximum gradient

– largely because the ongoing section below

recommended is 1:20) and the road is narrow with

Parsonage Farm was not in place (ref 03/P/1333/F).

no footways, and a fair amount of traffic. It is not

This is now constructed and built. However North

surprising that one rarely sees everyday cyclists

Somerset Council did grant consent for the New

here.

Events Track!

4

7

1
2
3
6

The options beside the main road are unpleasant,

In the event the project did not go ahead through

and the MetroBus route runs through industrial

failure to secure an agreement with UWE in front

areas far from Ashton Court Estate. The options

of the Bower Ashton Art College, some details

via the Ashton Park School Playing Fields looked

which remained to be resolved to the satisfaction

more promising but the requirements of the School

of English Heritage, and because the Heritage

(a Cooperative Learning Trust School) would

Lottery Fund had not given their approval for the

compromise both the quality of the experience of

works as part of the Ashton Park Restoration and

using the path and the parkland in the field behind

Development Plan works.

5

the Ashton pub.

8

As the absence of the Ashton Court Missing Link
This leaves the option of following the general line

is now a strategic matter which detrimentally

of the New Events Track as the only practical way

affects the growth of cycling in the area, the City

of making a high quality route which would be

Council has determined to revisit the proposal

memorable and serve to overcome the Ashton Park

with a view to developing its details to meet

Missing Link and provide a route to encourage the

previous shortcomings, and to reach the necessary

pubic to cycle more, or to start cycling.

procedural, land and planning consents to allow

Option 1 -

Brunel Way Main Road

Option 7 -

Along boundary of Park

this route to be constructed in this year of Bristol

Option 2 -

Ashton Road and Blackmoors Lane

Option 8 -

Metrobus route

Option 3 -

Adjacent to Brunel Way

Option 4 -

Signed route past Mansion

Option 5 -

Existing footpath to Parklands Road

Option 6 -

Running around edge of playing field

Green Capital 2015.
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l

Nailsea, Long Ashton and Bristol Cycling Route

The Missing Section
at Ashton – Options

unreasonable hazard for cyclists. This is not an
option, nor could it be made one.

Over the last 10 years the Councils have gradually

Option 3 is the third option associated
with the main road, this time following
existing bridges and subways

pieced together a high quality cycling route,

It is, in theory, possible to follow an existing path

suitable for families and novices of every age,

over a foot bridge, then beside the main road,

stretching out to the west from Bristol. Notable

under one subway beneath a slip road, beside

sections are the Flax Bourton Greenway parallel to

the main road on a narrow pavement again and

the railway, the Parsonage Farm field edge path to

then down a long barrow pedestrian ramp to join

Ashton Road, and the Clanage Sports Ground and

the planned Metrobus route near the old bowling

Allotments link to the former railway bridge over

site. Although this looks direct on the map, no one

the Cut. However there is no quality route linking

can be observed using the whole route and none

these last two sections and as a consequence the
overall route falls far short of its potential and the
opportunities for many more local journeys on foot

View of section past the Ashton Gatehouse against the
main road to Bristol

of its structures were designed for shared use. It
could offer a walking route to Ashton School, and
indeed it was constructed for this purpose, but

This is too steep for many people who have to walk.
The road is rather narrow and has no footways so
cyclists feel vulnerable to passing traffic. This route
has been in place as the signed link for a number of
years, but has failed to attract any real patronage.
It is attractive, it does give access to the Mansion
and to UWE, but it suffers fatally from its steep hill
and the long diversion through the Church Lodge
carpark. The last drawback could be reduced by
opening up and providing a smooth sealed surface
to the original Ashton Gate entrance drive, but this
is not currently being considered.

Option 5 The Smyth Arms footpath
to Parklands Road

Option 2 Ashton Road, Blackmoors Lane
and the Allotment route

as it is largely unused we must conclude that it is
unsuitable. It would be impractical to reconstruct all

This option has a number of particulars to

This note looks at the options and endeavours to

Some people use this at present. There is a

the sections for shared use as they are constrained

commend it. The route is level and direct and

rank them in such a way that decisions can be

shared use pavement along Ashton Road as far as

by the highway structures.

quite attractive. A certain amount of alteration

made as to the way forward.

Blackmoors Lane, but all of this runs hard beside

and cycle continue to be frustrated.

the main road, and the last section past the historic

would be required to the walls either end, and the

Option 4 is the present signed route via
the Ashton Court Mansion

route would need to be constructed with a sealed
surface. The disadvantage though is that the route

In 2010 Bristol City Council gave themselves

gate house is very narrow for shared use and not in

planning consent for a route along the field

any way segregated from Brunel Way. To reach the

boundary below the Mansion House. Although

Allotment route a new signalised crossing would be

This option is used by a few cyclists. It is

to be fenced off. Ideally it would run in a green

there were funds ready for the construction the

required across the two legs of the north exit from

circuitous, (nearly twice as long as the main road

lane of ample width, but this would introduce

work did not go ahead. Between 2010 and 2015

the roundabout and a strip of land taken from the

route), but its real disadvantage is the steepness of

an unwelcome obstruction to the views over the

there was no progress, but with the redevelopment

allotments to reach the lane for the current route to

Kennel Lodge Road (1:8) climbing 24m to the car

historic parklands from the Mansion House.

of UWE’s Bower Ashton site now formalised, and

Bristol. The crossing would be an advantage for

park.

This route could work quite well and it serves the

with European Green Capital City in Bristol’s hands

pupils to reach Ashton Park School but the rest of

for this year it is an opportune time to reconsider

the route would be fairly grim and not something

the options. These maybe described as follows:

likely to attract people to cycling. The route

school, but the loss of playing field area, and the
inconvenience of additional fencing and gates
would not be acceptable to the school.

bypasses UWE Bower Ashton Art College.

Option 1 Ashton Road and Brunel Way
This is the direct main road route into Bristol. It
carries in excess of 40,000 vehicles per day, far
in excess of the 1,000 vpd, which is generally
considered suitable for family cycling. There is
no possibility of making dedicated cycle tracks,
as much of the road runs on viaduct with limited
space, and the various slip roads would present
Page 6

bisects the school playing field, and it would need

View of drive up to the Mansion carpark
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Option 6 A variation of Option 5 is to run
around the edge of the playing fields
The path could be fenced off from the playing fields
with palisade fencing and it would be shielded
from the view of the Mansion House by the existing
tree belt. Against this the route would feel rather
circuitous, it would feel constricted by fence and
planting, it would have no views over the park,
and it would potentially be opposed by neighbours
including possibly the households along Parklands

Please bind document this side (print double sided)

Road.

There would be a real possibility of objection to the

a very good opportunity to enjoy the Ashton Court

necessary diversion of the existing right of way.

parklands. It corresponds with the current popular

As walkers would have to follow the road itself

walk and it passes by the entrance to the Art

(Parklands Road has no footway) they would most

College. It is a level route and would undoubtedly

probably divert back into the park and continue

make for a very pleasant, attractive and popular

along the edge of the SSSI to Kennel Lodge Road.

route. There was wide support for this option in the

Although the construction would be relatively

previous application.

straight forward and the use of Parklands Road
would involve no work of real cost, the construction

But it does run through the Grade 2 listed parkland

of the detailed link from the playing field to the road

and lacked the scrupulous and appropriate

would be very difficult as it is doubtful if permission

detailing to satisfy English Heritage that it did no

could be gained to demolish the original Estate

damage to the parkland.

boundary wall in order to make a sufficiently wide
path, even if the wall was to be rebuilt on a new

This general option is detailed in this report as the

alignment. It would have the advantage of serving

best route to pursue. The amendments adopted

the Sixth Form entrance to the school. This route

include; designing the route as a Greenway which

is also slightly shorter than the route via the Art

could be as an events track on occasion, following

College, by some 90metres. It would however deny

a short section of the original Ashton Gate Drive

its users any view or the Park and Mansion House,

which is of interest, taking the course of the ‘new

and it would bypass the entrance to the Arts

events track’, set out in the Lottery Application,

College.

which went to the east of the trees in the Cart

Option 8 via Metrobus service access road
Work has started on construction the Metrobus
Scheme linking the Ashton Gate Park and ride
site to the City Centre. Over the whole section
shown on the map from the Park and Ride to
Ashton Avenue Bridge, there will be a service road
alongside the guided bus track.
This will be made available to cyclists most of the
time. The route could be quite useful in the sense
that it will be traffic free and level, but it will largely
run adjacent to roads and industrial areas so won’t
be attractive, and it will serve neither the Park, the
College nor the School.
It will be used by utilitarian cyclist but probably not
by those looking for an afternoon out, or wanting to
gain confidence in cycling.

Pond Field so was screened from the Mansion
House, takes on board the removal of most of the
View of current walled link at corner of playing field

Option 6a

Woodland Strip trees which break up the view from

A further variation of this route could stay on the

the Mansion House, dispenses with the need to

grounds of the Park by running along the route

disturb the parkland to build a shallow visual bank,

described in 7 below, as far as the eastern end of

follows the line of the original farm track around

the playing fields and only join the school grounds

the Park Farm Wood, and runs on the UWE land

at that point.

to bypass the SSSI area including diverting the
existing passage of walkers away from the veteran

View beside Winterstoke road where the footway will be
utilised as the Metrobus cycling route

trees, and finally links walkers past the UWE

Option 7 The Ashton Park option
The 2010 proposals ran along the west side of
the tree belt at the foot of the fields in front of the
Mansion House, and then within the boundary of
the UWE site in order to bypass a Site of Special
View of Parklands Road. Note the absence of a footway

Scientific Interest (SSSI). It was by far the most

campus on a new footway to bypass the road they
have to use at present.
The combination of all these points does create a
real asset which is of positive benefit to the historic
estate.

attractive of the options from the perspective of the
everyday user and is the only one to give the public
Page 7
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tions onsi ere in or er to resol e the Ashton

rk missing link

This very brief summary of the various options is summarised in Table 1 where the comparative distances
are shown from the end of Parsonage Field to the Ashton Avenue Bridge. We conclude by considering the
best arrangement to be something similar to the 2010 route to give the public a real view of Ashton Park.
The Metrobus route really serves a different part of the City (Ashton Vale – and indeed gives their residents
a good direct cycling route to Ashton Park) and is too utilitarian in nature to function as the Festival Way as

4

well as bypassing the park altogether.

Table 1. Comparison of options
nt ges

Option

Distance

Access
to Art
College

7
Memorable
ie s o Ashton
Park and
Mansion

m ro e
access to
Ashton
School

Suitable for
wheelchairs

Current
usage

Potential
usage

Option 1

Brunel Way
Main Road

1700

p

X

X

X

X

0

Option 2

Ashton
Road and
Blackmoors
Lane

1850

X

X

p

X

1

3

Option 3

Adjacent to
Brunel Way

1700

X

X

p

X

1

2

Option 4

Sign
route past
Mansion

3200

p

p

X

X

2

3

Option 5

Existing
footpath to
Parklands
Road

1900

X

½

p

p

-

4

Option 6

Running
around edge
of playing
field

2010

X

X

p

p

-

3

Option 7

Along
boundary of
Park

2100

p

p

1/2

p

Walkers

6

Metrobus
route

2100

Option 8
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X

X

X

p

-

3

1
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A

2
3
6

5

8

Option 1 -

Brunel Way Main Road

Option 7 -

Along boundary of Park

Option 2 -

Ashton Road and Blackmoors Lane

Option 8 -

Metrobus route

Option 3 -

Adjacent to Brunel Way

Option 4 -

Sign route past Mansion

Option 5 -

Existing footpath to Parklands Road

Option 6 -

Running around edge of playing field
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4. Description of proposed Greenway Path for walkers and cyclists designed for occasional use as an events track
The alignment of the “New Events Track” shown in the Heritage
Lottery Fund Landscape Restoration and Development plan was subtly
arranged to minimise any adverse impact upon the landscape. We
proposed to largely follow this alignment which can be described in
sections on the following pages, along with pertinent details.

Ashton Court
Mansion

Ashton Court
Mansion

s
g

il
in

a

t r e
e s
F o
o t
p a
t h

e

d

b

a

n

k

a

n

d

r

V a
ni
sh
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Ashton Court
Mansion

1917 map showing bank and deer fence, now no longer
isi le together ith the line o the re ent
s tree
belt

Extract from Ashton Court Landscape Pedestrian and
e elo ment l n
sho ing the ro ose
e
ents Tr k n the line o the
th ro ose
2010 proposed cycleway

Current Greenway proposals showing part of the tree belt
kept with the remaining felled except for a few selected
“parkland” trees
Proposed Greenway and events track

24/11/03 proposed events track
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e tion A

Church Lodge Car Park access road to line of original Ashton Park Lodge Drive

This section already has planning consent for a new

2.

Existing poor field fencing to be replaced with

events track from North Somerset Council. It is

new Ashton Park railings set 2m off the edge of

largely invisible from the House.

the path as shown in the cross section.

Ashton Court Mansion

3.

Greenway to cut through the tree belt
approximately on the line of the former Ashton
Gate Drive traces of which pass through this
area on a low bank.

0

5

10

15

20

scale (m)

4.

B

Replace the whole of the poor field fencing with

Distant view of Mansion House form proposed Events Track
new carpark entrance

5.

Make link to “The Park” pub if required.

The cross section of the Greenway is shown here
with an Ashton Park style fence on the Smyth Field
side of the path, and the woodlands hiding “The

WOODLAND STRIP

4

Park” pub retained.

B

CROSS SECTION THROUGH THIS LENGTH OF PATH

0.
1.

Existing cycling route to Long Ashton.
Existing gate to be set back 2m in order to
allow for a turning splay a shown in the general
detail. This is to enable the occasional events
access vehicle to use the Greenway.

5
GRASS TO BE LEFT
UNMOWN SO AS TO
GROW UP THROUGH
RAILINGS AND OBSCURE
VIEW OF PATH FROM
HOUSE

3m WIDE CYCLE
PATH CONSTRUCTED
125mm ABOVE
GROUND LEVEL.
CONSTRUCTION
THICKNESS 380mm

3

ESTATE FENCING
TO MATCH
EXISTING
TYPICALLY 1m
AWAY FROM PATH

2

rpa
To ca

rk

A

1

Page 10

.15

7

660

Existing gate off carpark access road. This would be
set back 2.0m to ease access

LINE OF VISION
FROM EDGE
OF GARDEN TO
MANSION HOUSE

'This map is reproduced from Ordnance Survey material with permission of
Ordnance Survey on behalf of the Controller of Her Majesty's Stationery
Office (c) Crown copyright. Unauthorised reproductions infringes Crown
copyright and may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings. Bristol City
Council. Licence No. 100023406.'

673

EXISTING GATES
UNCHANGED

0
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Ashton Park railings.
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e tion

C Ashton Park Lodge Drive to the point where the woodland strip clearance might start

Over this section the Greenway would follow the

6.

line of the planned Events Track on the east side

Fence Cart Pond field along this boundary with
Ashton Park railings.

of the Woodland Strip. This is because if it had
stayed in the Smyth Fields this is the one section

12

10. Through this first section of woodland where
the trees will be thinned out, but not removed
for the view (the woodland strip is end on to

6a. Replace existing field fence with Ashton Park

of the path which would have been visible from the

railings throughout.

path is be determined by which trees can
be selectively removed to give a 5m space

directly towards the house. This detail was

Cattle grid, self-closing wicket gate and events

between remaining trunks. Through this

appreciated by the Lottery Design Team.

access gate as shown in the detail, these

section the path is be constructed as no dig

In addition this stretch of woodland, also being

gates to be repeated either side of opening to

with cellular tree mesh as shown in the detailed

aligned to the Mansion, creates the minimum

the Park and positioned so as to be tucked just

section.

of obstructions to views from the house and as

out of direct sight.

7.

removed.

8.

Across the opening the Greenway is to be

fenced with Ashton Park railings 1.2m high as

unfenced, and the events access track to be

standard.

finished in open stone with a light layer of soil

alignment of the former Ashton Park Lodge Drive

to promote the growth of grass and give a

(which is still clearly visible as a low causeway) and

suitable surface for occasional events traffic

a feature could be made of this. In addition there

and for cattle crossing.

PLAYING
FIELDS

12. Example of mature tree to be retained.
REPLACE FENCE
THROUGHOUT
WITH ASHTON
PARK RAILINGS

might be merit in providing a small access gate
a convenient refreshment stop for people. At the

10

11. The whole of the school playing field is to be

At point B, the Greenway briefly coincides with the

to the adjacent Parks pub as this would provide

11

the view from the Mansion), the line of the

Mansion on account of it pointing on an alignment

a consequence gains little by being thinned or
Please bind document this side (print double sided)

C

9.

6

The end of the Cartwheel Pond which is now
cleaned out.

existing link from Smyth Fields to the Cart Dip
Pond, a pair of cattle grids and kissing gates across
the path will allow free access for livestock. This

0

5

10

15

7

20

9

scale (m)

detail could be positioned a little to the side of the
wide view from the Park so that the gates were not

6a

immediately visible. Note that a works access gate

8
7

is also required to allow the Greenway to be used
for Event vehicles.

View of existing fence against playing field

6

The last point to be made on this section is that
the reconstruction of the Smyth Arms after a
recent fire has created a very brash red tiled roof
which is clearly visible from the Mansion in the
winter. It would be worth planting trees along the

View looking towards Smyth Field showing the line of
the proposed greenway

'This map is reproduced from Ordnance Survey material with permission of
Ordnance Survey on behalf of the Controller of Her Majesty's Stationery
Office (c) Crown copyright. Unauthorised reproductions infringes Crown
copyright and may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings. Bristol City
Council. Licence No. 100023406.'

B

boundary of the field to screen this should the hope
of opening up wide views from the Mansion by
removing the playing field tree belt be pursued.

PLANT NEW TREE BELT
TO HIDE VIEW OF
“THE PARK” FROM THE
MANSION HOUSE
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e tion C
The section of tree belt which could be thinned or removed
to open longer vistas from the Mansion House
The need for this uncut grass has been highlighted

back to the edge of Smyth Fields because it is now

in the study into foraging bats, where it was

running tangentially to the view from the Mansion

recommended that the grass verges were left to

and the path itself will be invisible from the House.

grow tall so as to encourage insect life.

At the same time the Landscape Restoration
and Development Plan envisaged thinning and

A further point to make here is that the derelict

removing most of these trees in order to gain

state of the current boundary fence to Smyth Fields

views of the grass playing fields beyond to restore

will require a new fence at some time in the future.

an approximate vision of the Parkland before

From the perspective of a view from the Mansion

the school playing fields were made. It should

it will be indistinguishable if this new fence is

be noted that the Greenway does not depend

positioned on the edge of the wood or along the

upon this clearance, but it would be enhanced by

side of any new path.

EXISTING TREE BELT

CROSS SECTION
SHOWING THE
EXISTING TREE
BELT WITH THE
2010 PATH
PROPOSAL

PLAYING
FIELD

having views on both sides. If the clearance was
to proceed at the same time as the path then the
alignment of the path could really go anywhere

3m

within this 15m wide strip and a meandering route
taking account of the remaining trees could be
most attractive. Such a route is shown on the plan
with the boundary to Smyth Fields following this
alignment.

Sightlines from the Mansion
At this point it is appropriate to discuss the view

CROSS SECTION SHOWING
PROPOSED GREENWAY
WITH MOST OF THE TREE
BELT REMOVED

SPECIMEN TREES
TO BREAK UP VIEW
AND TO REPLICATE
PARK LAND

of the path from the Mansion. The 2010 proposal
proposed to make a shallow bank so as to hide
the view of the path. This would have incurred
a considerable amount of disturbance to, and
relevelling in the field beyond the proposed

NEW PARK
TYPE RAILINGS
TO REPLACE
EXISTING

VIEW BETWEEN
TREES FROM M
ANSION

boundary fence. This can be wholly avoided by
letting the grass grow up the fence for a height of
300-400mm – as it already is along most of the
existing sections of iron railings in the Park

REMOVE EXISTING
FENCE AND MOST OF
THE TREE BELT

NEW RAILINGS

3m
CUT WILD GRASSES ON AN ANNUAL BASIS
AFTER FLOWERING AND SEEDING

Page 12

TO SCHOOL
PLAYING
FIELD
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D
21
20

13. Approximate point of the start of clearance of
the tree belt to recover views from the Mansion.
14. 4m events access gate and adjacent kissing
gate into Smyth Field.
15. Line of path to be determined by the location

VI

EW

SF

RO

M

M

5

0

AN

SIO

19

20

15

10
scale (m)

Link to 6th Form College

N

of “parkland” trees to be retained from clearing

At present there is an informal access to the school playing fields

the woodland strip. The Ashton Park railings to

at this point. This could be made the main, or the only access, to

follow the line of the path offset by 1-2m.

Parkland Road and if provided with a narrow hard surface would
make a useful way through to the Sixth Form entrance to Ashton

Please bind document this side (print double sided)

16. Greenway continues on line determined by

School. These low levels of usage would mean that the narrow

retained trees. Corridor between fences

passage between masonry walls to the road would be sufficient.

to vary in width down to a minimum of 5m.

A 1.2m wide path would be a useful link here, but its narrow width

18

Construction to be appropriate for proximity to

would emphasise the secondary nature of this link.

trees.
17. This link to be closed off to minimise the public

17

walking across the school playing fields.

1.

Existing connecting path

2.

Surface a narrow 1.2m wide path along the edge of the grass
and away from the pitches. This will keep most people to the
path.

18. Events access gate to Smyth Field to standard
splayed detail.
16

19. Approximate location of retained Parkland

3.

Narrow link between walls to Parklands Road.

4.

6h Form College entrance.

trees.
20. Link to playing fields to be retained and built as
a defined narrow path to Parklands Road if the

D

15

School agrees. No stile or gate is required for
the way through to the playing fields as here is
14

no livestock.
21. Kissing gate to Park.

C

13

1
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60

0

Woodland Strip to Park Farm Entrance

The Greenway would depart slightly from the

FROM
N AA
SECTIO

22. Greenway now follows he approximate line of

originally proposed events track route in that it

the former farm access track, although to start

could follow and pick up the alignment of the

with it veers into the Smyth Field a bit to skirt

original farm track from Park Farm to Park (shown

the canopy of the mature tree here.

THE

WA
ION TO
MANS

15
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scale (m)

WE
RDS U

80

e tion

5

100

on the 1917 map). This would run under the

appears that this was the main route through the
Smyth Fields to all the fields south of the Farm.
The existing dilapidated fence would be removed
and replaced by new Ashton Park railings on the
alignment shown in the cross section.

new Ashton Park railings erected on the Smyth
Field side of the path.
25

24. Park management gate to be arranged square
to the access track from the woodyard.

24

25. Kissing gate for access to Smyth Field.

Re

v.

Views from the Mansion
0

This is really the only section of path which

18

would be visible from the Mansion, and it will

0

give the public a lovely view of the house and

5

10

15

20

scale (m)

the fields leading up to it. The two long profiles

23

0

20

show how the path surface will not be visible
from the Mansion especially if the grass is left
to grow up against the railings. The montage
shows how the new fence might look, but as
View of the state of the fence along the field edge of the
wood

LA

has already been said, it will not be possible to

SC

YO

AL

distinguish whether the new railings are on the

E1

edge of the wood, or the edge of the path at
this distance except by the public walking and
cycling behind the fence.
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like but it may have been fairly substantial as it

E

The existing derelict fence is cleared away and

0

photograph showing exactly what this track was

23. Path continues along the eaves of the wood.

16

buildings of the Park Farm. We have not found any

120

eaves of the wood which was planted to hide the
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(where the ground is tramped down as can be seen
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in the photograph) and even away from the whole
of the SSSI site.

SSSI
AREA

27. Event access vehicles pass on via existing
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5. Typical Construction Details
Path construction details

DETAIL A: STANDARD NEW CONSTRUCTION
PATH TO BE CONSTRUCTED 125m
ABOVE EXISTING GROUND LEVEL

The 2010 proposals were rather urban in nature
with extensive use of concrete and timber kerb
edges. We propose to support the edges of the
path by means of a wider stone base, rather than

TOPSOIL TO TIE
IN WITH EXISTING
GROUND LEVEL

3m WIDE CYCLE PATH WITH CENTRAL CAMBER

TOPSOIL TO TIE
IN WITH EXISTING
GROUND LEVEL

20mm THICK CLOSE GRADED SURFACE
COURSE (6mm NOM. AGG.)
ON 55mm THICK DBM 125 BINDER
COURSE (20mm NOM. AGG. 100 PEN)
ON 300mm THICK TYPE 1 GRANULAR
MATERIAL SUB BASE. GEOTEXTILE
MEMBRANE IN POOR GROUND

kerbs. This will have the double advantage of
providing a visually less formal path edge, and
giving support to occasional heavy vehicles which
might otherwise damage any kerbs.

8 pt

STONE BASE 3.5m WIDE TO GIVE EDGE SUPPORT

sensitive areas, the path will be constructed without
excavation, so its arrangement would be slightly

EXISTING GROUND LEVEL

Please bind document this side (print double sided)

Where necessary, past selected trees and other

different as shown below. These ‘no dig’ sections
could either utilise a ‘treeguard’ mesh, or not,
depending on the circumstances

Lighting the Greenway path
A matter about which concern was raised was
the question of lighting. There would be no street
lighting on this path, either now or in the future.

DETAIL B: NO DIG
CONSTRUCTION TO BE USED ON
UWE LAND ADJACENT TO
SSSI AREA

It may however be useful to demark its edges or

30mm
55mm
200mm
STONE
BASE

centre line by means of small solar studs such
GEOFABRIC

as those already used on the path by the Ashton
Pumping Station.

3.5m

DETAIL C: TREE ROOT PROTECTION
20mm THICK CLOSE GRADED
SURFACE COURSE (6mm NOM.
AGG.) ON
55mm THICK DBM 125 BINDER
COURSE (20mm NOM. AGG. 100
PEN)
ON 100mm GEOWEB CELLULAR
STRUCTURE WITH INFILL ON G1
GEOTEXTILE ON EXISTING GROUND.
VOIDS TO BE MADE GOOD WITH
SHARP SAND
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TOPSOIL TO TIE IN WITH
EXISTING GROUND
LEVEL
EXISTING
GROUND LEVEL

3.0m CYCLE PATH WITH CENTRAL CAMBER
TOPSOIL TO TIE IN WITH
EXISTING GROUND
LEVEL

3
1

3.5m
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Typical Estate gate and fencing details

SELF CLOSING WICKET GATE

1,200mm

FINISH AND COLOUR TO
ALL METALWORK TO MATCH
EXISTING ESTATE FENCING

EVENTS ACCESS GATE

4,000mm

1,000mm
20mm DIAMETER
ROUND TOP BAR

Please bind document this side (print double sided)

TYPICAL ASHTON PARK
RAILINGS

0.300

25 x 8mm
HORIZONTAL
FLAT BAR

0.280

0.240

0.200
0.180

0.480

PLATE FOR EXTRA STABILITY

150mm C16/20 CONCRETE
SURROUND TO 150mm PIPE
SOCKET FOR GATE POSTS IN
PAVING
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