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Bristol Arena 

New temporary event spaces
Further work has been undertaken on the plaza design 
to allow for a new informal space with stepped seating 
that can be used for temporary events close to the 
disabled parking area. Water jets are proposed for 
the flat performance space close to the amphitheatre 
style terraced space to add animation when there are 
not temporary events taking place. This follows strong 
support in the consultation for pop-up events and 
animation of the space when there are not events on at 
the arena.

Upper façade design
The material for the upper façade of the arena has been 
changed from glass cladding to perforated steel. This 
allows for a more subtle lighting effect that will have 
reduced light impact on neighbouring areas. 

Photo Voltaic (PV) panels
Proposals for photo voltaic panels on the roof of the 
arena will now be included in the planning application. 
These will generate energy for the venue and further 
improve the sustainability credentials of the arena. 
There was considerable support in the consultation for a 
sustainable venue.

Improved cycle and pedestrian 
access from the A4
New proposals have been submitted with the planning 
application for a widened pedestrian/cycle link from 
Three Lamps Junction to the arena entrance on Bath 
Road. This will be via a new bridge over the railway line 
that links into Arena Island. This follows concerns raised 
during the consultation about the narrow pedestrian 
and cycle access from A4 Bath Road particularly from 
the south. 

Park & Ride
Park & Ride services are now proposed for all events of 
over 9,000 capacity (instead of 10,000 proposed in the 
consultation), using Brislington and Long Ashton Park & 
Ride sites. More information is available in the Transport 
Assessment. This follows suggestions that more events 
should have Park & Ride services.

Rail service from Bristol Temple 
Meads to Parkway 
Additional ‘shuttle’ trains are proposed to run between 
Bristol Temple Meads and Bristol Parkway for the largest 
12,000 capacity events. Great Western Railway (GWR) 
support this concept and is keen to investigate options 
within the current network constraints.

Increased cycle parking and  
cycle access
Cycle parking has been increased from 200 to just 
over 250 spaces following comments about provision 
being too low. Feasibility work is being undertaken 
to understand if a ramped structure could be added 
from the A4 to the Arena Plaza, given the challenging 
changes in levels from the Bath Road.

Event management and 
temporary road closures
A travel plan has been submitted with the planning 
application to identify how visitors will travel to and from 
the venue safely. Temporary road closures of Cattle 
Market Road and Albert Road between Stanhope Street 
and Feeder Road are proposed for large events on a 
weekday evening and Saturday evening. This follows 
concerns about how visitors will access and egress the 
venue safely.

What’s changed following consultation?

A visualisation of how the plaza could be used for temporary events

Examples of how the public spaces 
could be animated and designed

An aerial view showing how Arena Island could look on day one of operation
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