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CYCLENATION CONFERENCE • SATURDAY 13 OCTOBER • Veronica Pollard

This autumn the Cycling
Campaign is hosting the 
annual Cyclenation conference

Cyclenation connects and sup-
ports cycle campaign groups all
around the country.

The theme for the conference is
‘More and Safer Cycling: National
Context and Local Action’.
Saturday 13 October starts with a
choice of guided rides around
some of the infrastructure created
during the time when Bristol was
the first UK Cycling City. Alarm,
surprise, delight and commisera-
tion are all expected when we
pose the question ‘What did
Cycling City do for Bristol?’

The conference will then recon-
vene at Armada House, a city
centre venue so used to hosting
cycle conferences that they have
their own bike parking rails. Philip
Darnton OBE, former chairman of
Cycling England, now executive
director of the Bicycle Association
will chair. The new Director of the
CTC, Gordon Seabright will report
on what he thinks the CTC can do
to capitalise and take forward the
current Times campaign (and the
government’s response to it) as
well as its national and local
effects on cycle safety.

During the day there will be a
chance to discuss and share
best practice on a number of
themes including using the
media, successful campaigning,
street interventions, shared space
and building political will. 

The conference will see the offi-
cial launch of Cyclescape. This
web-based tool, developed by the
Cambridge Cycling Campaign,
will enable campaign groups
across the UK to engage and
support each other over cycling
issues, helping to get them 
reported and resolved.

All the participating campaign
organisations will be encouraged
to bring along posters and infor-
mation to display around the
walls. We also hope to have a
speaker on the subject of cycling
and public health.

On the Friday evening, we have
booked some space at Pizza
Express on Millennium Square
and on Saturday evening we have
booked tables at Kathmandu (who
do the most amazing Nepalese
and Indian food) at the bottom of
Colston Hill. These socials are a
great opportunity to meet fellow
campaigners in more relaxed 
surroundings, to find out more
about other campaigns and to eat
some good food in the company
of friendly people who are all
interested in how to get more
people cycling in their area.

A feature of every Cyclenation
conference is a sociable ride to
look at local infrastructure. 

On Sunday morning we will be
leading a couple of social rides
finishing near Temple Meads
Station for the convenience of 
delegates needing to travel home.

On the day we would love to have
some help. We need ride leaders,
furniture movers, people to wel-
come the delegates, cycle park-
ing stewards, microphone jockeys
and helpers in general.
We would also love to see lots of
BCyC members booking places
for the conference. Your £22
booking fee includes lunch, tea

A feature of every Cyclenation
conference is a sociable ride to
look at local infrastructure.

and biscuits and a whole day of
interesting discussions and talks
as well as informative and lively
bike rides around Bristol. 

Booking couldn’t be simpler, go to:
www.bristolcyclingcampaign.org.uk
and follow the links. If you’re not
familiar with the using the Internet,
your local library will be able to
help.

The Dutch Embassy working with
Cyclenation (the federation of
British cycle campaigns) are
hosting a series of conferences 
on the Dutch approach on cycling
support and promotion. The first
Conference will be in Bristol on
16th October 2012, followed by
London a few days later and then
about a month later in Manchester
and Edinburgh.

We are working with them on 
topics and speakers, where it is
hoped that they can attract 
policy/decision makers as well as
designers/planners/architects.
Bristol Bike Forum, Sustrans and
our new Cycling Policy Officer at
Bristol City Council (John
Richfield) are also involved in 
putting the event together.

The morning will be a plenary
session with topics probably cov-
ering cycling culture and Business
impacts/benefits. The afternoon
will be workshop sessions –
20mph, road danger reduction,
principles of cycle design.

The conference may also be sup-
ported by a Case Study undertak-
en by the Dutch Cycling Embassy
(no relation! www. dutchcycling.nl)
looking at a problem area for
cyclists in Bristol and showing
how this might be tackled in the
Netherlands. Please let secretary-
@bristolcyclingcampaign.org.uk
know of any key people from the
South West who you feel should
be invited 



Wow! What a summer for cycling.
Having donned my oversized
Wiggins sideburns to cut out the
glare of gold I wonder if we are
about to witness something expo-
nential? London has seen a fantas-
tic growth in numbers cycling over
the last ten years and we’re
not far behind them here in
Bristol. But this has come
at a price because we’ve
simultaneously seen cut-
backs in road safety
spend (witness the
complete removal of
safety cameras from the
streets of North
Somerset) and so the
long and gradual decline
in road casualties nationally
has turned around and is now
showing an alarming increase,
including amongst we cyclists.

So hurrah for Bristol for announc-
ing a city-wide rollout of 20mph!
This was one of our campaign
objectives from our founding 21
years ago, and it is very pleasing
to finally be listened to. But we have
to remain vigilant. There will be the
opportunity for communities and
businesses to lobby for exceptions.
Some requests will be reasonable

but there will be instances where
proposals will be detrimental to
cycling. And then there’s the ques-
tion of enforcement. As long as the
majority of drivers go along with it,
the remainder will for much of the

time be forced to in so far as
having few opportunities

to overtake in our con-
gested streets. So tell
everyone you know
how fantastic life
will be with 20mph,
the freedom it will
give kids to play
out, the way the
traffic will flow more

smoothly, how jour-
ney times won’t be

significantly lengthened
over the 5 mile or so

diameter of the city. And keep
your eyes peeled – let us know if
you spot anyone trying to under-
mine what is a fantastic opportunity
to grow the number of people
cycling, especially amongst those
less confident.

The Bristol Cycle Festival was an
overwhelming success for us as
we had upwards 40 people attend-
ing our Discover Bristol rides. This
was more than we bargained for,

View From the Saddle • Martin Tweddell • Chair
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next time we’re going to have to
make plans in case of large
turnouts. See centre pages.

Not to mention the great time we
had cycling 636 miles to Bordeaux
to raise awareness of the ‘Living
Heart for Bristol Campaign’.

And with all that excitement out of
the way we now have a very busy
October to look forward to. We are
going to have our work cut out,
what with us hosting the next
Cyclenation conference on
Saturady 14 October and the
Netherlands Embassy in the UK
are coming to Bristol on 16
October to discuss best practice
(see opposite). And now we know
who our mayoral candidates are,
let me finish up by inviting you to
an “active travel” hustings
arranged jointly by us, Life Cycle
UK and Sustrans on Tuesday 30
Oct. See the meetings diary on
page 14 for details.

Oh, and if amongst all this success
you’re looking for your own personal
‘quick win’ try the CTC’s Fill That
Hole website or app. I managed to
have four annoying potholes near
me filled in within days. 

The three-year Greater Bristol Cycling City project
ended last year, after investment of over £25 million
(£11.6m from central government, and £13.9m in
matching funds mostly from Bristol City Council and
South Gloucestershire Council).

Several official evaluations of the project have been
carried out, and some are still on-going.  Now that
time has elapsed since the end of the project, it
seems a good time to look back and ask ‘how well
did it succeed in meeting its objectives?’  Was the
money well spent, and what can we learn from it?

During the next few months, the Bristol Cycling
Campaign will be undertaking its own review, to look
at some of these questions. With our limited
resources, we are not planning a major statistical
study.  Instead, we will interview some of the people
involved in the project and build up a picture based

on their personal experiences.  We hope to gain
insights that could be useful for everyone interested in
promoting cycling in Bristol and further afield.
We will review the Cycling City project under three
broad headings:  (1) Infrastructural Measures; (2)
Encouragement Measures; and (3) Institutional
Measures (including finance and planning); and aim to
produce a short report by Christmas 2012 that can be
widely circulated.

To get BCyC members’ views of the Cycling City proj-
ect, we will review the feedback that members gave to
a BCyC survey in Spring 2011.  We will also invite
members to join in a structured discussion of the
Cycling City project at regular members’ meetings 
during the autumn.

For further information about the review, please contact
BCyC Secretary, Martin McDonnell. 
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The ‘washout summer’ of 2012 has given the Rides
programme a challenge, with conditions more akin
to autumn. So thanks must go to people turning out
to support rides in less than perfect weather. The
focus this summer has been diversity, with more
short rides urban rides, working with other groups,
visiting places of local interest and using assisted
means such as van or train to get people out riding .

Our Discover Bristol Rides series continues to be
inventive and well researched. In his Civil War Forts
ride David took us along the line of the defensive
wall built to join Brandon Hill, Windmill Hill and
Prior’s Hill in Kingsdown, upon each of which a fort
had been built, the greatest being the Royal Fort on
Windmill Hill. Moira took us to a couple of delightful
private gardens in Coombe Dingle that were open
through the National Gardens Scheme after explor-
ing the Downs Way. Martin did a mini eco-tour of
‘sustainable Bristol’ including a visit to Feed Bristol,
an exciting project in Stapleton run by Avon Wildlife
Trust on land buzzing with wildlife, looking at the
Cabot Circus vertical axis wind turbine in a new light
and ending up at the first Electric Bike World
Championships in Park Street.

Many recent Rides have been run to demonstrate
the Cycling City infrastructure projects. One such
Ride was split to showcase the Malago Greenway
and how this could be linked via quiet suburban
roads to the Whitchurch Way and also pick up
points of interest such as the new Hengrove leisure
complex and Horse World. This short ride was
deliberately run back-to-back with another easy ride
in the afternoon that followed the Festival Way onto
the new visitor centre at Ashton Court and new trails
around Leigh Woods.

Thanks to the generosity of Gordon we have
enjoyed a trip to the Somerset Levels in his van. We
ventured to Shapwick Heath, where white egrets are
breeding in the UK for the first time and then took
quiet roads and bridleways to the excellent visitor
centre in Langport at the heart of the Levels. On the
return we went up Burrow Mump, an ancient monu-
ment capped with an incomplete church. 

My recommendation for a leisurely 4-day cycle trip
is to follow NCN4 to London. Depending on accom-
modation you can tailor this to be 3 days of around
40 miles plus a final day of a little over 50 miles to
reach the heart of the capital. The National Cycle
Network leaves Bristol following the railway path to
Bath where it picks up the Kennet and Avon canal

towpath through Bradford-on-Avon to Devizes. The
excellent canal visitor centre near Monkton Combe
makes an ideal lunch stop; the restaurant has a
wonderful woodland ‘lookout’ quality. There are
many points of interest en route such as Dundas
Aqueduct, the tithe barn at Bradford, the spectacular
flight of 29 locks at Caen Hill, and the historic mar-
ket town of Devizes with over 500 listed buildings.
Day 2 follows quiet roads across the Vale of Pewsey
regularly crossing the canal route to Newbury. You
pass through picturesque Great Bedwyn where the
post office is covered with witty examples of the
stonemason’s art, and Crofton Pumping station of
1807 providing water to the summit of the canal
from its magnificent Cornish beam engines one of
which is the oldest in the world. 

A third day will comfortably take you to Maidenhead
along a mixture of towpath and road, past the
attractive wharf at Aldermaston, through Hosehill
Lake Local Nature Reserve and passing the strikingly
modern waterfront buildings of Reading where the
canal flows in to the Thames. The final day follows
the great river, circuiting the Olympic lake at Dorney,
past the castle and Great Park at Windsor, through
Richmond Park and the Wetland Centre in Barnes.
NCN4 presents too many options on this final day
so you must use map skills and plan ahead. The 2
NCN maps (‘Thames Valley’ and ‘Severn and
Thames’) give a good overview of the overall trip but
a 50,000 scale OS map or equivalent is still often
needed. The Transport for London Cycling Maps 1
and 7 are invaluable for arriving at the capital.

We are now collaborating with Bristol Civic Society
and will open the autumn season of rides with a joint
ride. It is intended that we enhance the standard of
our Discover Bristol rides by drawing from their spe-
cial expertise in urban planning and heritage related
issues, whilst sharing our perspective and knowledge.

We’re already thinking about rides for late autumn
and winter. Ideas of where to go and what to see
would be very welcome. Can you spare the time to
help out on a ride? We always need people to be
‘backstops’ or ‘sweepers’. Or, if you are experienced
in group riding why not think about leading one?
Just get in touch by coming on a ride, to a meeting,
or via one of the contacts at the back of the maga-
zine. Upcoming rides are listed on the back page.

Please check the website for changes and updates
as adverse weather could affect the plans. Look 
forward to seeing you out and about.
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BCyC visit to Avon Wildlife Trusts’ ‘Feed Bristol’ project in Stapleton. Loading up the ‘Sprinter’ on our first ‘van-assisted’ ride

Trophy at the first Electric Bike
World Championship

NCN4 Bristol-London. The approach to Central LondonReg surveys Shapwick Heath looking for the elusive White Egrets

NCN4 Bristol-London. Boats and bikes on
Dundas Aqueduct.

NCN4 Bristol-London. Avon and Kennet Canal in the
Vale of Pewsey

The new bridge over Monksdale Rd.
on the Two Tunnels Shared Path

The ‘Dower House Loop’ ride En route home from Blagdon Lake
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Carnivelo flower bike

Banksy ride - great turnout 

Civil War Forts ride 

Vintage Velo
fundraiser
event Winner
best costume
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B R I S T O L
C Y C L E

F E S T I VA L
OUR CHAINS SET US FREE

Banksy Ride 

Egg and Spoon Race

Harts Bakery biscuits 

High Jump

Walking up Brandon Hill
on Civil War Forts Ride



Chris, Wendy, David and I all
enjoyed our BCyC Jubilee weekend
in Weymouth and Portland, which
started on Friday 1 June. We were
lucky enough to have chosen a fair-
ly dry weather window in an other-
wise rather watery June. Our base
was the splendid YHA hostel on the
Isle of Portland. I know the area well
having spent my early childhood liv-
ing nearby in Wyke Regis. 

I cycled down earlier from Bristol
spending Thursday evening at
Litton Cheney hostel. Then on
Friday morning I cycled on to
Weymouth station to meet Chris,
David and Wendy who had arrived
with their bikes about midday by
train from Bristol. To my surprise I
learned that they had found little
difficulty in finding space on board
the train for their bikes on this
sometimes busy seaside route.   

We were hungry and I steered us
first to a favourite local harbourside
cafe for a classic fish and chips
lunch. Then we rode along the sea
front to view the newly constructed
53m tall Sea Life tower on the ferry
pier. A glass fronted observation
pod rises up to the top of the tower
where it then rotates to give visitors
360° panoramic views of the town
and adjacent Jurassic coastline.

After that we rode along the delight-
ful ex-railway Rodway Trail from
Weymouth station to our hostel on
Isle of Portland. On the way we
paused to visit the ancient ruined
Sandsford Castle park and admire
the spectacular Portland Harbour
vista beyond.

Sandsford Castle. 

On the side of the approach road
up to the hostel we saw the newly
constructed and well protected 
athletes’ accommodation for the
Olympic sailing.

We were early arriving at the hostel
and so parked our bikes at the
back and walked on up the steep
disused railway path behind to the
heavily fortified Vern prison on the
summit. On the way up we enjoyed
splendid views of the new Portland
Harbour Olympic sailing venue.

After catching the bus back to the
hostel and checking in we strolled
on up to the famous Cove House
Inn on Chesil Beach for a sundown
beverage.

Chesil Beach hostelry.

Portland YHA hostel accommoda-
tion was comfortable and great
value but the rather cramped provi-
sion they have for bike storage was
disappointing and we all resolved to
complain to them later about this.

On Saturday and without our bikes
with us we took a bus and train ride
to Wool railway station. On arrival
we shared a six person people 
carrier taxi with a friendly couple
who were also on a walk down to
the coast where we began our walk
along the Jurassic coastal path
passing Lulworth Cove and Durdle
Door back to Weymouth. 

Durdle Door.

SOCIAL - WEYMOUTH WEEKEND • Roy Brewster
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We paused on the way to enjoy a
picnic lunch and stopped about
half way along at the famous
Smugglers Inn pub at Osmington
Mills for a pint. The weather had
been kind to start with but deterio-
rated later and it was raining hard
by late afternoon when we got back
to Weymouth.

On Sunday the weather was fine
but windy and we pushed our 
bikes up another steep path back
to the summit of Portland, partly 
riding and partly walking around its
coastal path, visiting the Portland
museum with it’s fascinating infor-
mation on the island’s history, the
three lighthouses and the spect-
acular cliff path above Chesil Beach
where we found a sheltered corner
for lunch.

Chesil Beach from Portland.

In the evening, leaving our bikes at
the hostel, we took a bus ride into
Weymouth for our evening meal.
Back at the hostel we saw some of
the London Jubilee pageant cere-
mony on their lounge TV.

On Monday morning I rode with
David into Weymouth where he left
us to return by train back to Bristol.
I then joined Chris and Wendy to
ride on up the A354 to Dorchester.
A new bypass has been built
between Weymouth and Dorchester
which leaves a nice quiet section of
the old road free for cyclists to use.
On the way to Dorchester we visited
the impressive iron-age fort at Maiden
Castle before Chris and Wendy
returned to Bristol in the afternoon.

On Tuesday morning I also returned
with my bike on the train, again
without difficulty, back to Bristol with
fond memories of an enjoyable trip.

Photos by Chris Whitlock.
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EVERY BIKE IN BRISTOL - Have you been tagged yet?

Telling the story of every bike in
Bristol one line at a time!
Chris Price has always been into
bikes. He came to Bristol from York
last year to study Graphic Design
at UWE, was amazed how a city so
unsuited to cycling, was so
obsessed with it, and purchased a
really nice orange 1975 Peugeot!

He started ‘Every Bike in Bristol’ as
a way to gather all the shapes,
characteristics and variety of bikes
Bristol showcases. When he is out
and about Chris photographs
bikes, attaches a tag, then using
an app called inkletIllustrator, and
the trackpad on his macbook, he
traces them with a single line. 

Go to www.everybikeinbristol.com
to see some of the great funny and
moving stories that have been
posted, then head for the ‘Submit’
page and write your own.

The Bristol Pound (£B) is real money, it will support
the independent businesses of Bristol, strengthen the
local economy and keep our high streets diverse and
distinct. It offers a powerful incentive for people to buy
from local traders, and is intended to work alongside
sterling.

You can get Bristol Pounds either by exchanging them
with pounds sterling or accepting them as payment.
One Bristol Pound is worth one pound sterling, but with
many other benefits. They will circulate in and around
Bristol, retaining and multiplying the benefit of every
pound spent for ordinary people and businesses.

Bristol Pounds can be spent using both paper notes
and mobile phone texts with every business that joins
the scheme. Account holders will be able to make
online payments to any other member. Accounts go
live on September 19th, with more than 1000 individual
members and 300 businesses. Businesses can pay
their local Business rates with £B.

The Bristol Pound is a non-profit partnership between
a community interest company (CIC) and Bristol Credit
Union (BCU). BCU is a regulated financial services
provider and will manage all transactions. 

They've featured a bicycle on the £B note to signify the
relationship between city and countryside. Find out
more at www.bristolpound.org

THE BRISTOL POUND • Jac Solomons

The Poster and the Tag

CAPTION
COMPETITION 

What is 
Reg saying?

A triple pannier prize

for the best answer 

to be announced at

our November 

members! meeting

.

Email your answer to: 

info@bristolcyclingcampaign.org.uk.
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When I am training groups of 10 year olds to ride
safely on the roads, we discuss parked cars fairly
early on in the course.

I get one of the trainees to ‘be’ the car door by 
facing the car and opening their arms as wide as
the shut door. They are then asked to ‘be the door’
and open.  The reaction from the other trainees is
always one of surprise or even consternation. 

So how far from a car door should you ride?

Watching adult cyclists on Bristol’s roads it occurs
to me very often that just like the children I teach,
many adults have not considered the amount of
space an open car door can take up.

They also may not have considered that if they
cycle close to a line of parked cars, drivers or 
passengers in a car ahead of them (even if they do
make an effort to turn and look) will have greater 
difficulty seeing them than if they are a good 
distance away.

So what is a good distance?

Well how about far enough away from the door to be
able to avoid it easily or to pass it safely if it is
opened? The ideal distance is to cycle an open car
door’s width from parked cars, where this is possible.
One tactic I sometimes apply on narrower roads is
to look at the vehicle in front of me and leave more
of a gap than they do between their metal box and
the parked cars. This has the added advantage of

making me more
visible to any 
driver behind me
as well as to any
potential door-
opener.

I have lost
count of the
number of
opening
doors I have
sailed past
and this road 
position also makes it 
more likely that someone trying to come out of or go
into a parking space will be able to see you better
and thus avoid potential problems. The descent of
Park Street is a classic case of staying out of this
sort of trouble - keep well away from the line of
parked cars.

But what about the drivers behind you?

One of two things is likely to happen, in my experi-
ence. The driver behind will wait until they can 
overtake you properly, or they will wait behind until
you decide it is safe to let them get past you and
you move towards the kerb.

As ever if you would like to explore these ideas with
a friendly, knowledgeable cycle instructor, do get in
touch with Life Cycle UK: 
www.lifecycleuk.org.uk, 0117 353 4580

SAFE CYCLING • CAR DOORS • Veronica Pollard

INFRASTRUCTURE • Terry Miller

Bristol’s Top 5 Most Dangerous
Cycling Junctions?

Last edition we reprinted an article
by solicitors firm Levens who came
up with some alarming statistics
about Bristol’s junctions. But care-
ful! As Terry Miller explains: beware
of lies, damned lies and misleading
statistics.

The map produced by Levens
shows clusters and/or approximate
individual locations. Whilst welcom-
ing the identification of cycle 
incident hot-spots, artificially exag-
gerating the hazards by also includ-
ing cluster incidents further away

from junctions without any explana-
tion just to increase claims business
is deplorable.

This scaremongering exaggeration
of danger is likely to deter potential
new cyclists from cycling and incite
more local Police/Neighbourhood
Partnership vendettas against
cyclists. This potentially has the
opposite effect to "Safety in numbers".

Finally, many "accidents" are not
accidental but are actually avoid-
able collisions.

Following are some examples of
their exaggerations:

1. Clarence Rd/Temple Gate/Bath Rd/Cattle
Market Rd Roundabout: 25 "accidents" are
claimed, only 11 reported cycling incidents
occurred here. All the rest were further away
along the named roads.

2. Whiteladies Rd/Cotham Hill: 23 "accidents"
claimed, only 5 reported cycling incidents
occurred here. Again all the rest were further
away along the named roads.

3. Old Market Roundabout: 21 "accidents"
claimed, only 8 reported cycling incidents
occurred here. All the rest were further away
from the roundabout.

4. St. James Barton Roundabout: 20 
"accidents" claimed, only 8 reported cycling
incidents occurred here while all the rest were
further away from the roundabout.



Bristol Cyclist • 13

MEMBERS' MEETINGS • Martin Parkinson

FREE RANGE KIDS
In June Melissa Henry, communications director of
Sustrans came to talk to us about their “free range
kids” campaign, which aimed to provide some useful
practical resistance to the increasing restrictions on
children’s independent mobility - and the bicycle, 
of course, is the very icon of children’s freedom.

This is a subject of personal relevance to everybody
- everyone has been a child, and even if we don’t
have children ourselves, we have plenty of friends
who do. As Bristol Cyclist reported last Spring: 
in 1971, 80 per cent of seven and eight year old 
children were allowed to go to school without adult
supervision. By 1990, this figure fell to 9 per cent. 

I am very pro-Sustrans, but it has often been the
subject of criticism by grassroots cycling campaign-
ers - too big, too corporate, too accepting in the face
of ‘carmageddon’, just not confrontational enough.
This is unfair for several reasons. Apart from the
facts that some Sustrans employees are also unpaid
local campaigners, and that it attracts numbers of
dedicated volunteers, it is strategically essential to
have a range of groups coming at active travel from
different angles and with different emphases. 

Sustrans has been put in an awkward position. What
seems to have happened is that recent governments
have outsourced cycling to Sustrans. To say it has
been ‘quangocised’ is perhaps going too far, but it is
being viewed as a way to deliver cycling policy on
the cheap. This explains the activists’ complaint that
Sustrans hoovers up all the funding. It also explains
why Sustrans can often sound less than radical.

It also explains why Melissa’s talk felt quite low key,
considering the subject - something which, frankly,
we should all be up in arms about. Still, the evening
was an interesting insight into the less high-profile
things that Sustrans does. Even though Melissa
made the depressing comment that: “It’s four steps
forward and three back” she also offered the killer
soundbite that, as a nation, we’ll always be rubbish
at football until kids can practice in the streets again. 

CAMBRIDGE CAMPAIGN
We live (of course) in a handsome city, but did you
know that Bristol is also a talented actor? It recently
gave a convincing performance as Cambridge in the
Douglas Adams TV series Dirk Gently. So who better
to speak than Jim Chisholm of the Cambridge
Cycling Campaign (CCC)? 

Jim is a hard-core utility cyclist who used to be a
hard-core walker, he has worked for the Road
Transport Research Laboratory and used to restore

canals. He was quite clear that the prime purpose of
the CCC is to promote ordinary cycling, and is a big
fish in the micro-pond of UK cycling advocacy. It has
a national profile as the progenitor of the online 
journey planner Cyclestreets and of the new cam-
paigning tool Cyclescape (see page 2). They have
over twice our membership on less than half our
population and a quarter of the Cambridge working
(i.e. non-student) population commute by bike. Their
website is worth a look: www.camcycle.org.uk

I found it a bit worrying that Cambridge needs a
cycling campaign. It is the only town in the UK that
even approaches Dutch levels of bike use. But the
Cambridge Evening News is at least as bad as the
Bristol Post, and the Forces of Motorism seem just 
as a strong in East Anglia as here.

Jim gave us a lot of detail to think about – here’s
an example of an ongoing skirmish: Mandatory
cycle lanes with solid white lines mean no driving, 
no parking. The rules are widely ignored and unen-
forced. The police won’t and the PCSOs can’t
enforce the lanes. 

However, The Traffic Management Act 2004 part 6
gives parking attendants this power, if deemed 
necessary. The Department of Transport wrote to
number of local councils asking if they are wanted
these powers and reported the councils were not
interested.

CCC made a Freedom of Information request to see
the actual replies from the councils and it turns out
the transport department official was fibbing - local
councils did want to enable their PCSOs to do 
something about cycle lane scofflaws. It’s a national
issue and it hasn’t reached a conclusion yet. 

“I came into this being technical” said Jim about his
own journey as a campaigner, “but I soon realised
that it was very much about politics”.

Jim concluded by saying that he felt “fairly positive
nationally” about the prospects for everyday cycling.
I respect this guarded optimism far more than all the
talk of a cycling boom that we hear these days.

With so many people away over the August bank
holiday our meeting was a simple affair - a screening
of some favourite cycling videos culled from the web.
Our October meeting will, of course, be the mayoral
hustings and in November we can look forward to
former BCyC member Chris Bell talking raising
money for charity by riding to his current home in
West Wales from Corfu in autumn 2010. For details
see Monthly Meetings diary on next page.



We are a group of people who passionately believe in

cycling in Bristol and surrounds for everyday cycling.

We work to promote cycling as part of a sustainable

transport system.  We formed in 1991 and ever since

have been actively campaigning to improve cycling in

Bristol and the surrounding area.  One of the first to

press for 20mph limits, we also helped Bristol secure

Cycling City status. We have approximately 500 mem-

bers and together we lobby and promote cycling. If you

have an idea or a campaign theme and wish to help

out in some way, please be in touch - we'd love to

hear from you. It's your Campaign!"

BCyC on the internet.
We have a significant internet presence, www.bristol-

cyclingcampaign.org.uk; Facebook Group (Bristol

Cycling Campaign) – mainly for announcements;

Twitter (BristolCycling) – for timely updates on what's

going on cycling-wise in Bristol; and a Yahoo Group for

discussion and getting to the heart of the matter. You'll

find details of all of these media channels on our web-

site. We also have a monthly e-newsletter for

Members with email.

The BCyC Committee are:

Chair • Martin Tweddell 
chairman@bristolcyclingcampaign.org.uk

Secretary • Martin McDonnell 
secretary@bristolcyclingcampaign.org.uk

Treasurer • Steve Kinsella 
treasurer@bristolcyclingcampaign.org.uk

Membership Secretary • Veronica Pollard 

7 Alpha Rd, Bristol BS3 1DH

membership@bristolcyclingcampaign.org.uk

Rides • Chris Whitlock 
rides@bristolcyclingcampaign.org.uk

Magazine • editor@bristolcyclingcampaign.org.uk 

Infrastructure • Terry Miller 

South Gloucestershire • Andrew Gough

Development • Eric Booth

Inclusivity • William Baker

Communications • Post to be filled

Website & Social Media • Martin McDonnell

Ex-officio • Martin Parkinson

Meetings • Martin Tweddell

Enquiries • info@bristolcyclingcampaign.org.uk

Mail • BCyC, 116 Westbury Lane, Bristol BS9 2PU
including articles for this magazine 

Join via our website or email:
membership@bristolcyclingcampaign.org.uk

Who are Bristol Cycling Campaign Monthly Meetings
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Our members' meetings are on the last Tuesday of the
month at Bristol YHA, Narrow Quay. Meetings start at
7.30pm and usually last a couple of hours and are very
informal. All welcome – bring a friend! Please come along,
if only to share a drink with us before or after the meeting.
We also have committee meetings on the second

Tuesday of the month, which members are welcome to
attend.

See the website, e-news or Facebook for up-to-date details

of our meetings

30 October – Mayoral Hustings (location TBC) 
In conjunction with Life Cycle UK and Sustrans, we're inviting

all the serious candidates to take your questions and test

how committed they are to cycling. Because of the expected

audience numbers the venue may change from the YHA,

therefore please check the website or Facebook.

27 November – Chris Bell: Greece to Wales by Bicycle
Former BCyC member Chris Bell talks about surviving

prostate cancer, whilst raising money for charity by riding

from Corfu to his current home in West Wales in Autumn

2010 

No meeting in December - Merry Christmas! 
Join us for a festive drink - see website and Facebook

USEFUL CONTACTS
Most of the contacts that you may need to use can be found

on the BetterByBike website at:

www.betterbybike.info/report-a-problem

We work for Bristol and the
surrounding area to be:

• alive with people on bicycles
• where cycling is so easy  

everyone does it
• happier, healthier, greener 

and more civilised
Our mission is to create a vibrant and 
inclusive cycling culture by challenging 
and transforming the status quo.

We will inspire and empower people, will
press for enhanced investment in cycling
and be a strong voice for everyone who
wants to cycle.



Discount may not be available on all items and services.
Please check with the store.

BikeFix Bradley Stoke • 07963 933317 

mobile service, Bradley Stoke area 10%

Bikes Made Good • 07948 271763

mobile service • service & parts 10% 

Bike UK • Queens Avenue, Clifton

0117 929 3500 • parts & accessories 10%

Bike Workshop • 88 Colston Street 

0117 926 8961 10%

Bool's Bicycles • 5 Staple Hill Rd, Fishponds

0117 939 2746 • goods & services 10%

Bristol Cycle Shack • 28 Midland Rd, St Phillip's  10%

0117 929 9143 • parts, accessories & 2nd hand bikes

Harvey’s • 178 Henleaze Road, Henleaze

0117 962 9520 10%

Jakes' Bikes • 6a Haymarket Walk (between the Bearpit

and Bus Station) 0117 329 7363       10%

Kathmandu • Park Street • 0117 927 7814    10-25%

with free Summit Club membership

Mud Dock • The Grove, off Queen Square

0117 929 2151 10%

Pembury Cycles • 8 Highridge Road, Bishopsworth

0117 964 0973 - parts & accessories 10%

Psyclewerx • 4-6 Abbotsford Rd, Redland 0117 946 7496 10%

Strada • 236 North St, Southville 0117 966 9662 10%

The Spokesman • 78 Mina Road, St Werburghs

0117 955 3022 5%

The Triathlon Shop • Temple Quay • 0117 929 2711  10%
On bikes and accessories, but not servicing

ZeroG • Unit 6, Willow Cent. Downend 0117 956 6719 10%

ZeroG • 12-14 Park Street, off College Green 

0117 929 7368 10%

ZeroG • 11-13 North St, Bedminster 0117 966 0743 10%

General advice for rides Discounts to BCyC members...

Other cycling groups in the Bristol Area

Many regular riders will know these things
already, but for those new to cycling or to
the group here are a few tips that you may
find helpful.

• Times shown are the START times of the rides.
- Although some may wait a few minutes for a chat,

it's best not to rely on this. Arrive earlier rather than

later and don't get left behind.

• Make sure your bike is in good working order.
- If you think it needs more than a 'tweak' then it's

probably better to get it serviced at a bike shop. 

- Carry a few basic repair items with you, such as a

pump, puncture repair kit or, even better, an inner

tube of the right size and basic tools. If you're new

to cycling and don't know how to use them, the

chances are someone else will show you (that's

how most of us learned!)

• In winter you might be riding home in the dark.
- Bring your bike lights and hi-vis wear. As the 

temperature can drop significantly in the evenings,

so bring extra warm layers, gloves, socks, hat, etc.

Pack a waterproof jacket and maybe also water-

proof trousers.

• Always carry food with you
Even if it's only a banana! Cycling is exercise and

you will get hungry. Preferably some carbohydrates

– sandwiches, flapjacks, cereal bars and fresh or

dried fruit are some examples.

• On the road, behave responsibly
Don't obstruct traffic and only stop where it's safe

to do so. It's also nice if you warn others behind

you of potholes or other obstructions in the road.

These tips aren't meant to put you off or make you
think a day's bike ride is like climbing Everest! But
with a little forethought you will enjoy the adventure
of a day out even more. You'll notice we often 
suggest a picnic or packed lunch or a visit to a
pub. Our rides are often built round a theme or
local beauty spot or place of interest. We are a
convivial group who make newcomers welcome
and we  usually ride at a moderate pace. Contact
the ride leader if you're unsure.

CTC • www.cyclebristolctc.org.uk/

Cyclebag East • www.cyclebageast.btck.co.uk

Mountain Biking • www bristoltrailsgroup.com

www.bristolmountainbikeclub.co.uk

Bath cycling & walking groups:
"Recycle Your Sundays!: www.bathrys.org.uk

CycleBath (formerly Bath Cycle Campaign):

www.cyclebath.org.uk/

Wobbly Cycling Group www.wobblycycling.wordpress.com
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