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Thanks to Brizzle Born & Bred for most of the photos:
www.flickr.com/photos/brizzlebornandbred
New York City, USA
Rubble from Bristol's demolished streets was
taken to the United States as ballast on
American Liberty ships, and then used in the
construction of the Manhattan section of East
River Drive, New York City.
A bronze plaque commemorates 'Bristol Basin'
and the fact that 'it was not their homes but their
valour that kept them free'. Bristol born film
actor Cary Grant (Archie Leach) was present at
the dedication ceremony opening of this
memorial.
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Cenotaph, Centre
Unveiling the 1914-18 Bristol War Memorial on
the Centre, 26th June 1932. "The Cenotaph
(unveiled remarkably late, 1932) was a
competition win by the obscure local firm of
Heathfield & Blacker. Predictably it follows
Lutyens's Whitehall model. Decorated with the
city arms, regimental medallions, and a wreath
over a sword." (Pevsner)

2

Merchant Navy, Welsh Back
The memorial stands as testimony to the debt
owed by the city to the merchant navy over the
centuries. Unveiled on the 21st May 2001 by
Princess Anne.
The inscription etched in bronze reads "In war
and peace they plied their trade, over the angry
seas, remember them as here you stand
beneath these placid trees".
Designed by the sculptor David Backhouse who
also designed the “Animals in War” memorial in
Park Lane London in 2001.
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St Peter's Church, Castle Park
The tower contained an impressive peal of eight
bells, cast in 1729 by Abraham Rudhall. In 1940
it had the oldest church bell in Bristol, which
was sent to Canada following the blitz of 24
November 1940 as the building was severely
damaged.
The shell of the building still remains today in
the middle of Castle Park, probably Bristol's
most poignant memorial of the last war and, in
particular, the blitz of 24 November 1940.
After more than 60 years, the names of all
Bristolians killed in the Blitz have been placed
on a memorial on the church wall.
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Armoury Square, Easton
During the British/French war after the French
Revolution the French planned to burn Bristol,
but the wind blew them to Fishguard instead.
This gave rise the street, a memorial to the last
invasion of England that never was. Fear of
invasion led to building a store for 20,000 guns
and ammunition. The armoury was sold for
housing in what was first named Armoury Place
in 1849 and finally Armoury Square in 1852.
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Greenbank Cemetary
Contains a military cemetery for British and
Commonwealth servicemen as well as graves
of a German Luftwaffe crew killed during the
Blitz. The Commonwealth War Graves
commission indicates that 178 First World War
and 129 Second World War casualities are
commemorated here.
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St Andrews Park
On April 30, 1941 a Wellington bomber on a
night training flight crashed in the park after
hitting barrage balloon cables. Of the 6 crew, 3
died. A memorial was erected in the park in
2009 to record the event. A European black
pine tree survived having its top sliced off by the
plane.
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Bristol Rugby/Rovers Memorial Ground
The captain of a visiting rugby team hanging a
wreath on the gates of the Memorial Ground in
an annual ceremony to remember the dead of
World War One. The Memorial Ground stadium
was built on an area of land called Buffalo Bill's
Field which was previously occupied by
allotments in 1921. Bristol defeated Cardiff 19 3 in the opening match in front of a large crowd.
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Westbury on Trym
1920s postcard of War Memorial in the centre
of the village commemorating the residents of
Westbury-on-Trym who died in the First World
War (159 names) and subsequently the Second
World War (132 names). There is also 1 name
from the Korea War and 1 from the Gulf War.
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Clifton College
The statue of Haig looks out over the cricket
field where so many of his officers once played.
The college played a major part in both World
Wars; Field Marshal Douglas Haig was an Old
Cliftonian who went on to command the British
armed forces in the First World War. At the
edge of the quad is a memorial to those killed in
the South African Wars. NB this isn't Kitchener!
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St Andrews Church, Birdcage Walk
The church itself died on the first night of the
Bristol Blitz, on Sun 24 Nov 1940. The body of
the church, built in the 12th century, extended in
the 17th century and replaced by a Regency
Gothic church in the 1820s, was wrecked that
night but the tower survived until 1958, when it
was demolished. The rubble was razed and
removed, the ground cleared but the bones of
the church’s outline left in the earth as a
reminder of those dreadful nights. A plaque
explains the story of this extraordinary war
memorial.
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Gloucestershire Regiment Boer War Memorial
Unveiled in 1905 the memorial takes the form of
a helmeted soldier holding a rifle with his left
hand taking a cartridge from his pouch with his
right, the whole mounted on a granite block.
The base of the sculpture is inscribed ‘Onslow
Whiting 1904’ and above the inscription is small
brass relief of Regimental badge of
Gloucestershire Regiment. There are 251
names listed by battalion.

	
  
Other Memorials
War graves & memorial, Arnos Vale
More than 600 British and Allied soldiers,
sailors and airmen from both World Wars and
older conflicts are remembered here including
three recipients of Britain’s highest award for
valour, the Victoria Cross, and veterans who
survived the battles of Trafalgar and Waterloo.
Throughout the cemetery, there are headstones
for men and women who lost their lives while
serving in the Armed Forces, including fallen
warriors from Canada, Australia, South Africa,
New Zealand, India and Norway as well as sons
and daughters of Bristol.
Victoria Road, St Philip's Marsh
Western Daily Press, Fri 17 Dec 1920: "ST
PHILIPS MARSH WAR MEMORIAL. The
unveiling will take place tomorrow afternoon,
the Lord Mayor performing the ceremony. Over
a hundred names appear on the memorial,
which consists of a German gun mounted on a
huge concrete platform.” No one knows what
happened to the memorial. The Island area was
once a compact self-contained community with
a population of 6000+ people. Not much of the
old area exists anymore.
Norman Arch, Bristol Cathedral
Gatehouse to the Norman Abbey Gatehouse,
with 15th Century upper storey. One of the
monumental tablets on the wall of the cloister is
a memorial to the officers, NCOs and soldiers of
the 2nd Battalion Military Train who died 185759.

