
  

 

 

 

 

17 April 2020 

Dear Marvin & Kye 

Covid 19 – Temporary provision for cycling and walking 

Bristol Cycling Campaign believes that every Bristolian, whatever their age or ability, 

deserves safe and inviting space for cycling on all Bristol’s streets. We represent 

Bristolians who cycle for every day, utility purposes; to school or university, to the 

shops, to work, or simply for leisure and health. We also represent those who would 

like to ride around Bristol but are currently unable to do so for fear of motor traffic. 

We have 400 donating or paying members and over 3,000 subscribing supporters, as 

well as many more followers on social media. 

In this unprecedented crisis, the walking and cycling infrastructure of our city is under 

more pressure than ever before. Key workers and other staff without the option to 

work from home are reliant on these methods of travel as they attempt to avoid the 

risks of public transport, which tragically has been a spreader of infection. Many of 

these workers do not own or have access to a car. Residents are also increasingly 

looking to their local area for places to shop for essentials and maintain their health 

through exercise, where previously they may have travelled further afield to do so.  

It is well understood that we all need to be staying inside as much as possible during 

the pandemic. However, there is also a balance to be struck with maintaining the 

physical and mental health of the population through exercise.  This is clearly 

acknowledged by the government, as they continue to permit one form of exercise per 

day during the lockdown period.  

In this context, there are a number of “pinch points” around the city where people are 

being put at risk because the current infrastructure does not allow them space to 

safely social distance while carrying out these activities.  Typically these pinch points 



  

are on local high streets, where shops have put in place queueing systems on already  

narrow pavements, and on routes leading towards open spaces where people can 

spread out easily.  

We believe it is within the council’s power and responsibility to provide temporary 

relief to these areas which are at breaking point, by reallocating space from the 

currently underutilised roads. This is possible for a low cost under emergency 

legislation, and has already been proven elsewhere in the UK. You may be aware that 

many cities around the world - Berlin, Vancouver, Paris, Rennes, Bogota to name but 

five, as well as Brighton and Hackney closer to home - are temporarily reallocating 

road space to walking and cycling during the pandemic.   

We have three initial proposals which we believe could be implemented very rapidly, 

at low cost, taking very little staff time away from providing other critical services, 

and with no negative impact to essential journeys:  

● Ashton Avenue bridge & the guided busway. The busway is currently out of use and 

physically closed off at the Park & Ride end, but there is no indication at the Create 

Centre end that the space is safe to use. Ashton Avenue bridge in particular is a pinch 

point where a number of routes on either side converge to cross the river.  

● Avon Crescent. Until very recently, Avon Crescent was closed for roadworks with no 

adverse impact on traffic or access.  With Underfall Yard closed, Avon Crescent is in 

heavy use by people using the Harbourside Walkway and also by those using the 

connecting link to Ashton Avenue bridge.  

● Circular Road. This road forms the main part of a popular exercise loop and is being 

heavily used by local people on foot and on bikes. As the road is not used to access 

any properties, there is very little motor traffic. However, the lack of official closure 

means many are not confident to use the road space and maximise social distancing.  

In addition, we believe all local high streets in the city should be assessed for 

potential to widen footways, allowing people to shop safely as close to their home as 

possible. As appropriate for the individual locations, this space could be taken from 

currently under-utilised bus lanes, general traffic lanes and/or parking.  

Any such initiatives could be accompanied by temporary signage to remind and 

encourage compliance with the national guidance around 2m social distancing and 

leaving home only for the specific permitted reasons.  



  

Whilst we acknowledge that all areas of the council will be under significant pressure 

at present, we would also urge you to consider the potential impact of the restrictions 

being lifted in the future on our transport infrastructure.  We expect that people will 

be reluctant to use public transport for some time to come and we need to ensure 

that  they are enabled to walk and cycle to avoid even greater levels of car use than 

we saw pre-lockdown.   

We call upon the council to act quickly on this matter to minimise the risk the people 

of Bristol are exposed to.  

Your Sincerely,  

Nick 

Nicholas Davies  

Chair  

Bristol Cycling Campaign  

infrastructure@bristolcycling.org.uk 

http://bristolcyclingcampaign.org.uk 

 

To; Mayor Marvin Rees 

Councillor Kye Dudd 
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