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Scope 

This is a response to the following street improvement consultations from Bristol City Council: 

● Dean Lane, Southville 
● Langton Court Bridge, Brislington 
● Overton Road, Bishopston 

About Bristol Cycling Campaign 
Bristol Cycling Campaign is the voice of cycling in Bristol. We are an independent volunteer-led               
advocacy group for those that want to cycle and those who already do. We want to see a future                   
where cycling in Bristol and the surrounding areas is so easy that everyone does it – our                 
communities will be happier, healthier, and greener. 

We're making Bristol better for cycling. We speak up for cycling locally, city-wide, and nationally.               
We lobby. We get involved in consultations. We promote the evidence. We call out the failures. 

Our volunteers and supporters work to create a vibrant and inclusive cycling culture, putting              
forward positive policy ideas and pressing for investment. 

Our goals: 

● Space for cycling - a comprehensive safe network of high-quality routes 
● Fair treatment for cycling - justice, design, funding 
● Political leadership to deliver ambitious change 

 

 



 

General Response 
Bristol Cycling Campaign strongly supports the creation of better environments for pedestrians,            
cyclists, residents, and businesses by reducing the impact of car travel and storage. Whilst any               
kind of change is always going to be concerning for locals, evidence has shown time and time                 
again that reduction or removal of motor traffic increases the quality of life for residents and                
produces a better trading environment for businesses. 
 

 
Orford Road, Walthamstow - Before & After (Photos: WF Council; Joe Dunckley) 

 
As a general principle, we believe any measures taken should retain full access for cycling. Where                
road space is recovered, some should be dedicated to cycle parking provision for those visiting               
local businesses and homes. Planting and other “parklet” features will also make good use of the                
space and make it a pleasant environment for people. 

For businesses, appropriate arrangements should be made for deliveries to ensure that these can              
be made without inconveniencing pedestrians and cyclists. It should also be possible for             
sustainable deliveries and collections to be made using cargo bikes. 

In the following section, we look at each of the consulted locations in turn and propose why they                  
would benefit from these measures. 

Local Responses 

Langton Court Bridge, Brislington 
Langton Court Bridge is an important local link for pedestrians and cyclists connecting St Annes to                
Brislington. However, it is also used as a rat run by motorists bringing traffic close to the adjacent                  
St Anne’s Infant School, and making it less safe for school children to travel to school using active                  
travel alternatives. The current layout on Langton Court Bridge crucially underserves pedestrians            
and cyclists, with only one small pavement to one side of the bridge. The bridge is also open to                   
two-way traffic creating further risk to cyclists and pedestrians.  

We believe that restricting vehicle access to the bridge would provide a major shift in quality of                 
travel in the local area for cyclists and pedestrians and provide a good example in the wider                 
Brislington area of the benefits of a liveable neighbourhood. It would also provide a safer active                
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travel route alternative to Newbridge Rd, making       
walking and cycling a more appealing mode of        
transport for local residents. Furthermore, the      
restrictions to motor vehicle access to the bridge        
would provide a possibility to improve the public        
realm on the bridge - which provides a fantastic         
viewing point onto the city, and additionally in the         
immediate area adjacent to St Anne’s Infant       
School with possible improvements such as      
increased bike parking facilities.  

We believe that the proposed improvements to the        
bridge offer an opportunity to improve the quality        

of active travel infrastructure in the area, reduce noise and air pollution for residents and the                
school, drastically reduce rat runs whilst retaining full access to local motor vehicles to the               
immediate area via adjacent roads.  

We fully support the scheme being proposed and believe it provides a great opportunity for positive                
change in the area, putting people before cars and making vital improvements to the everyday life                
of the local community.  

Dean Lane 

Dean Lane is a key cycle route in South Bristol, forming part of the Malago Greenway cycle route                  
from Hartcliffe to the city centre, and linking North Street with Coronation Road. It is a largely                 
residential road but is also home to a primary school, two pubs, Bristol South swimming pool and                 
the Southbank Centre. 

Despite all these factors it is currently used as a 'rat run' by lots of motor vehicles, to reach both                    
Coronation Road and Asda. It's narrow but winding carriageway is unpleasant for cycling and not               
suitable for use by all, and the footways are also very narrow. The junction with Coronation Road is                  
especially in need of improvement. 

In the current consultation, Bristol City Council are considering implementing a temporary cycle             
lane along this route (segregated from traffic by bollards) of undetermined length and direction.              
Bristol Cycling Campaign strongly support and campaign for the installation of segregated            
infrastructure for cycling, such as what appears to be proposed. However, we caution that for the                
route to be desirable and accessible for all, this needs to extend along the full length of Dean Lane.                   
The route will also need to address the issues with the current junction with Coronation Road, and                 
allow safe turning movements to side roads such as Stackpool Road.  

We observe that due to the narrow width the above appear difficult to achieve without restricting                
motor traffic. We propose that a suitable alternative would be to use modal filters such as planters                 
or bus gates to stop rat running motor vehicles, along with other street interventions which would                
make the environment much more pleasant for all users. Alternatively, one way operation could be               
introduced to make space for segregated cycle lanes. We would welcome a discussion with Bristol               
City Council about what the proposals could involve. 

 

3 



 

Overton Road 

Overton Road is a short link between Gloucester Road and          
North Road in Bishopston. It is in an area busy with           
pedestrians and cyclists, many visiting some of the many         
shops, cafes, restaurants and pubs on offer nearby.  

Overton Road is currently one way, with no exemption for          
cyclists, requiring them to take a substantial detour.        
Additionally the current 'in only' junction where Overton Road         
meets Gloucester Road leaves cyclists vulnerable to being 'left         
hooked' by motorists. The footways are narrow with most         
space dedicated to motor vehicles.  

Bristol City Council propose placing planters in the road at the           
Gloucester Road end of Overton Road to prevent motorists         
using this as a through route, but still allow cyclists and           
pedestrians to pass through. The current one way would also          
be removed. Bristol Cycling Campaign strongly support this change, which would make the road              
safer and more desirable for cyclists and pedestrians alike, and also create space for outdoor               
seating for local businesses. 

Photo: Martin Fodor 
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