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Bristol Cycling Campaign strongly supports the provision of protected cycle lanes on the Park 
Row corridor, between Clifton Triangle and Dighton Street. This corridor connects the city 
centre and beyond to a number of destinations with extremely high potential for active travel, 
including the University of Bristol and Bristol Royal Infirmary. Unfortunately, the roads on this 
corridor present a very hostile environment for cyclists, with intermittent, narrow cycle lanes and 
unprotected uphill sections.  

We are pleased that Bristol City Council chose to implement temporary lanes here on a low-cost 
basis under the Emergency Active Travel Fund. This has the effect of reserving the necessary road 
space for cycling by removing parking and some motor vehicle lanes. However, we have some 
major concerns about the technical quality of the current implementation, which have made the 
lanes of limited appeal to anyone who was not already brave enough to travel along that corridor. 

Our concerns are as follows:  
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Continuity 

There are a number of gaps in the lanes which leave the rider exposed to traffic. These are: 

● Marlborough Street westbound past the old BRI building 
● Outside the BRI - bypasses should be provided here on both sides, behind bus stops, 

parking and drop off areas. 
● Upper Maudlin Street westbound between the junction with Colston St and the junction 

with St Michael’s Hill. This is a very intimidating section as there is a steep gradient so 
cyclists are likely to be going slowly after setting off from the lights. Last summer we 
provided specific suggestions to Council Officers as to how space can be made available for 
the westbound protected cycle lane to remain continuous at this point. 

● Park Row near the exit from Trenchard St car park and the junction with Woodland Road. 

Continuous safe routes are of huge importance to produce modal shift to cycling. The safety of 
any cycling journey is characterised by the most unsafe section, and the current provision here has 
many sections where safety is compromised in favour of motor traffic capacity.  

Infrastructure standard 

● The road surface quality is very poor along this stretch, particularly in the sections 
reserved for the cycle lanes. The wands make it difficult to deviate around problematic 
areas. If resurfaced, the protected section should need limited maintenance in the future as 
it will not have heavy motor vehicles damaging it.  

● The wands were appropriate when they were fitted as a “quick fix” solution, but they are 
prone to damage and vandalism. Often when they are removed they end up blocking the 
lane itself. As they do not have any kerb/island element they do not inspire much 
confidence that you are protected from vehicles. Permanent wands, combined with kerbs 
where space permits, are a long term solution and need less maintenance. 

● The road markings are confusing for cyclists and drivers alike, with the previous markings 
not removed well. There are areas of red surfacing still present from the previous cycle 
lanes, leaving cyclists unsure where they are meant to be. 

● Ultimately, the design should be compliant with Cycle Design Standards LTN 1/20, which it 
currently is not. 
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Parking 

The discontinuous nature of the lanes means they are very often blocked by parking, either at the 
entrances/exits to sections or even in intermediate locations where drivers have removed the 
wands themselves. Whilst we recognise that local homes and businesses need to receive 
deliveries, this could be achieved with better loading bay provision on side roads or in the main 
carriageway during off peak hours. Often, parked vehicles also partially block the main carriageway 
anyway so motor vehicles have to give way to oncoming traffic. As well as infrastructure solutions, 
consistent and continuous enforcement is needed, which should be enabled by implementing 
relevant parking restrictions by regulation order. 

 

We support the provision of protection for the cycle lanes leading up Colston St towards the Park 
Row corridor. This provides an alternative route to Park Street with a lower gradient, and forms 
part of NCN4. We ask that the council also consider how to better accommodate movement in 
the opposite direction, i.e. heading from Woodland Road down towards Colston St. The current 
infrastructure does not provide an easy/safe way to make this right turn. 

As always, we are happy to work with officers to provide suggestions and comments on designs 
before implementation to drive up quality. Many of the comments in this public response are 
drawn from a more detailed private response sent to officers on 25th August 2020, following a 
joint “tour” of the infrastructure with the BCyC infrastructure team and council officers. 
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