
National policy states that 50% of journeys in towns and cities will be 
made via walking, wheeling, or cycling. In order to achieve this our 
Metro Mayor must have a transforming vision for walking, wheeling, 
and cycling. Our Metro Mayor must see walking, wheeling, and cycling as genuine 
mass transport options and a key tool to reduce the health and financial inequalities we 
face as a region. Our Metro Mayor must ensure that WECA does not promote but 
enables walking, wheeling, and cycling.

West of England residents want to see the political will and resulting funding to improve 
infrastructure across our cities, towns, and rural areas so that people of any age and ability 
can choose to walk, wheel, or cycle should they want to. We are calling on candidates 
to enable walking, wheeling, and cycling for the benefit of us all.

Will you agree to:

For further detail on the above asks please see the following page.

Upgrade the main road network 
managed and maintained by WECA 
to these standards.

Implement the Local Cycling and 
Walking Infrastructure Plan to 
these standards.

Deliver housing developments to 
these standards.

Bristol Cycling Campaign & Walk Ride Bath

Manifesto for WECA Mayoral Candidates

Create a yearly £10m Active Travel Challenge 
Fund from WECA's general funding, committing 
£90m until 2030. This money to be additional 
to funding for Active Travel which is available 
from the Department for Transport and Active 
Travel England.

Appoint an Active Travel Commissioner.

Commit WECA to use national cycle 
infrastructure design standards.
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Commit to providing a yearly £10m Active Travel Challenge Fund committing £90m until 2030 that 
provides a simpler way for Local Authorities to get an in principle decision on funding, development 
seed money, and providing a better link between transport funding and green infrastructure.
Local authorities are required to produce an immense trove of paperwork to get WECA funding for 
active travel schemes. This onerous paperwork requirement limits the LAs simply by virtue of the fact 
they do not have the resources or money to develop and produce the necessary bid documentation.
Local authorities want to achieve net zero by 2030 and address the climate and ecological emergencies 
they have declared, whilst improving public health and developing a greener economy. WECA is limiting 
the ability of the LAs to achieve this by arti�cially creating �nancial barriers that LAs cannot overcome. 
Provision of an Active Travel Challenge Fund providing £90m over a 9 year period until 2030, enables 
LAs to get an in principle decision on funding and then provides the necessary funds to fully develop a 
scheme fully, solving the biggest barrier LAs have to accessing WECA funding in this space.
It is critical that it is a challenge fund to ensure healthy competition between Bristol City, South Glouces-
tershire, and Bath & North East Somerset authorities. This approach has been used e�ectively in 
Manchester and the recent Active Travel Funds allocations to ensure good, ambitious, politically brave 
schemes are funded while weaker “paint only” schemes are not funded. The fund must require schemes 
conform to the government’s Cycle infrastructure design (LTN 1/20) guidance.

The Department of Transport has stated that all future funding for schemes must ensure that they 
conform to LTN 1/20 and have a 70% or more Cycling Level of Service Score and no red turns from the 
Junction Assessment Tool.
WECA manages and maintains a regional network of main roads known as the Key Route Network (KRN), 
has recently published the Local Cycling Walking Infrastructure Plan (LCWIP), and is in the process of 
developing housing across the region. We ask you to commit WECA to use LTN 1/20 as the minimum 
standard for its day to day business and ensure that both the KRN, LCWIP, and housing developments 
will be held to this standard. 
We ask that WECA provide a clear 2030 roadmap, with key milestones identi�ed, to upgrade the KRN to 
conform to LTN 1/20 or, where this is not achievable, good parallel routes are provided.

We recognise that Local Authorities are beginning to deliver Liveable Neighbourhoods and a critical 
component of these is ensuring that boundary main roads support safe walking, wheeling, and cycling. 
Ensuring the KRN and LCWIP conforms to LTN 1/20 will be instrumental in the delivery of these liveable 
neighbourhoods while laying the foundations of a strategic mass transit active travel network across the 
whole region that enables  walking, wheeling, and cycling.
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Most major English city regions have already appointed their own ‘Active Travel Commissioner’; includ-
ing London, Manchester, She�eld and Liverpool. The main aim of the role is to identify – in conjunction 
with local communities – and present viable options to enable increased levels of walking, wheeling, 
and cycling to the region’s elected o�cials. An Active Travel Commissioner will help to raise the pro�le of 
walking, wheeling, and cycling a genuine mode of transport for the region and work with teams across 
the combined authority and local authorities to increase the pace of change. We believe this is a crucial 
role for the combined authority and �nding a candidate with the public and political presence needed 
will be key to the success of this role. The commissioner must also have a long term and signi�cant 
walking and cycling budget to allow them to deliver infrastructure on the ground.
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